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Above, Culver’s Jorge Olivera prepares to turn Siletz Valley’s Bobby Butler on his back during the 145-pound finals match Saturday at Veterans Memorial Coliseum in Portland. Olivera ultimately prevailed in an 11-0 major decision, winning his second straight title. Below, Jace Oppenlander was all smiles after he pinned Union Cove’s Clay Johnson in the 138 finals that took all of 53 seconds.

Bulldogs win title No. 10
Culver shatters own team
score record with four
titlists, five runners-up

A pair of Bulldogs seniors
cap off high school careers
with first championships

BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

Even in a year when Culver returned four state wrestling champions and three runners-up, the Bulldogs knew title number 10 wouldn’t
come easy.
As day one of the OSAA 2A/1A
State Wrestling Championship concluded Friday, the Bulldogs’ 43
points put them in first, though not
far behind was Lowell with 33.5. But
after nine Culver wrestlers won
their semifinals matches Saturday
morning, there was little doubt
which team would take the title.
Culver captured its 10th title in
the past 11 years at the Veterans

Jace Oppenlander was equal parts
euphoric and speechless after his
138-pound finals match Saturday
night.
The Bulldogs’ senior had just pinned
Clay Johnson of Union Cove only 53
seconds into the first round. After he
embraced his coaches, J.D. Alley and
Miguel Baltazar, Oppenlander knelt
down beside the mat and took a moment to realize what he’d just accomplished. He couldn’t help but flash a
wide grin.
“That’s why I’ve wrestled my whole
life, for that feeling right there, and it’s
better than I even expected,” Oppen-

See TEN/ Page B8

See SENIORS/ Page B3

Madras’ Manu makes progress
Buffs’ junior goes
3-2 in second state
appearance, places
fifth in 182 bracket
BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

Madras wrestler Harrison
Manu started the state tournament as well as anyone in
his position could have.
Manu entered the OSAA
4A State Wrestling Tournament unseeded in the 16-man
182-pound bracket after finishing third at districts two
weekends prior. After a hot
start to the tournament, Manu went on to place fifth in
the bracket, thus earning a
place on the podium.
In the first round Friday at
Veterans Memorial Coliseum
in Portland, the White Buffalos’ junior drew No. 5 seed
Matt Carrillo, who knocked
Manu out of the tournament
last season.
This time around, Manu

was intent on seeking revenge. After some sparring
during the first round, he got
a reversal on Carrillo and
won by fall in 3:02.
The usually-stoic Manu
pumped his fists in celebration, and kept the positive
momentum going.
He followed that up by pinning La Grande’s Spencer
Gerst, and suddenly found
himself in the semifinals.
“I feel like that was the
best I’ve ever been this entire
year, and it really showed in
my first two matches,” Manu
said. “I felt really good Friday.”
But after a couple of upset
wins, Manu’s run grew increasingly challenging on
Saturday morning. He went
up against Mazama’s Josh
Hammers — the top seed —
and got pinned in 1:12. The
loss meant Manu wouldn’t be
able to contend for a title, but
a spot on the podium — his
ultimate goal coming into
state — was still within arm’s
reach.
See PROGRESS/ Page B3
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Harrison Manu, top, started the 4A tournament with a pair of wins over opponents seeded higher than him. After losing the following two
matches Saturday, Manu finished off his season with a win over Henley’s Justin Self, bottom, who had beaten Manu only a few weeks earlier.

SPRING into
Spring
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Madras boys fall short at Sisters
Boys play some of their
best minutes this season
until scoreless 4th quarter
BY WILL DENNER and LON AUSTIN
Pamplin Media Sports Editors

For three quarters of Friday’s
play-in game at Sisters, Madras
boys basketball head coach Evan
Brown saw his team excelling in areas they had been lacking at times
this season.
“Some of our best basketball of
the season,” Brown said. “(They
were) knocking down shots, sharing
the ball, doing a great job of getting
good looks and knocking them
down.”
The Buffs led by eight points entering the fourth quarter, but rather
than looking to attack, they often
tried to play keep away and it backfired. Brown said they were in somewhat uncharted territory playing
with the lead in a tight game such as
that.
Madras was ultimately held
scoreless in the quarter, while Sisters scored 15 points to win, 46-39,
and bounce the Buffs from the playoffs.
Senior Shae Yeahquo led the
Buffs with 17 points, including hitting a few timely three-pointers in
the first half. Yeahquo’s late-season
surge came at a much needed time,
but the Buffs would’ve liked to have
both him and fellow senior Aaron
Winishut for the entire season.
Yeahquo didn’t see the court until
January, while Winishut went
down with an injury in mid-December. If they’d had those two on the
court at the same time, the end of
this season could’ve looked a lot different.
“We just weren’t the same team,”
Brown said. “We were looking for
an identity, rotations and roles. One
of the things I told the guys after the
game is, if we had played the whole
season like we played that game
with Sisters, it probably would’ve
been a different team.”
Also sometimes lost in the mix
this season is that, although Brown
is no stranger to Madras having
coached 15 seasons prior to this
one, the current group of players
and Brown didn’t know each other
all that well before this season.

As the Buffs return four starters
minus senior Damean Frank, Brown
and his players should at the very
least have some more familiarity
with each other next season.
“Hopefully we’ll pick up, continue
to grow and continue to get back to
that Madras tradition of tough,
hard-nosed basketball,” Brown said.

Madras knocks off Crook County
in last regular season game
A lot was on the line when the Madras White Buffalos and Crook
County Cowboys stepped on the
court Tuesday night in Prineville.
With Madras, Molalla, and Crook
County all tied for third place in the
Tri-Valley Conference, the winner
would advance to postseason play
with a play-in game, while the loser,
would end its season in disappointing fashion.
Playing in front of the home crowd
on senior night, the Cowboys came
out strong in the opening minutes of
their game against the White Buffalos.
Crook County head coach Darin
Kessi elected to start his five seniors, instead of the normal starting
five, and the strategy seemed to be
successful.
When seldom used senior guard
Reilly Connolly hit a fast-break layup two minutes into the contest,
the teams were knotted in a 2-2 tie.
The Cowboys still trailed just 4-2
when Kessi determined that his
starting seniors were tired and
needed a break with 4:23 remaining
in the first quarter.
“They came out and gave us some
energy and created some problems
for Madras,” Kessi said of his seniors. “They did exactly what we
wanted them to do. Then I gave
them a blow and unfortunately we
lost our momentum when they
came out.”
The White Buffalos went on an
immediate tear, scoring 14 consecutive points as they ran out to an 18-2
lead. The White Buffalos led 18-4 at
the end of the first quarter, and never looked back as they raced to an
easy 80-49 victory.
“I feel like we did pretty good,”
said Madras post Kanim Smith, who
finished with 15 points in the victory. “We deserved to win, but we still
didn’t play to our level yet.”
Madras continued to stretch their
lead in the second quarter as they
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Above, Kanim Smith (45) drives around Crook County’s Will Combee during each
team’s last Tri-Valley Conference game Tuesday, Feb. 21. Right, Shae Yeahquo
(right) draws a foul on Crook County’s Rowdie Dalton while putting up a shot. The
Buffs’ senior led the team with 21 points.

moved the ball effectively and
knocked down shots at key times,
building a 38-18 halftime lead.
“Early on we weren’t really happy with what we call valuing the
basketball, which includes shot selection and turnovers,” Madras
head coach Evan Brown said. “Our
shot selection was not really good,
but once we settled into a better
shot selection and started going inside out a little against their zone
and knocking those shots down, it
just created a little bit of a gap
there.”
While the White Buffalo offense
shifted into high gear, the Cowboys
struggled to find opportunities to
score.
“I think probably the difference in
the game, honestly was they hit
shots and we didn’t,” Kessi said.
“They scored 18 in the first quarter
and we scored four.”
Chase Bales scored for the Cowboys, in the opening seconds of the
third quarter, to close the gap to 18
points.
However, from that point on, it
was all White Buffalos.
Madras went on a 12-0 run. By the
time Crook County post Darrien
Langley fouled out with 4:29 still remaining in the third period, the
White Buffalos had an insurmount-

able 50-22 lead.
Madras led 57-29 by the end of the
third period, and the game was all
but over.
The two teams traded baskets in
the fourth quarter, as the White
Buffalos coasted to the easy win.
Although the White Buffalos did
outscore the Cowboys from the
floor one of the big differences in
the game was the ability of Madras
to get to the free-throw line. The
White Buffalos converted on 22 of
29 free throws in the contest, compared to 3 for 9 for the Cowboys.
“It wasn’t like we played horrible,” Kessi said. “I think Madras
played really well. They were really
aggressive on the boards and we
had trouble keeping them off the
boards. They used their size and
athleticism to get rebounds and
they also shot their free throws really well.”
Although he felt that they could
play better, Brown was still pleased
that the White Buffalos advanced to
postseason play.
“Obviously it was a win or be done with your season type of game,
so to come in and get a win here —
it’s always nice,” he said.
Madras senior, Shae Yeahquo,
who led all scorers with 21 points,
was also excited about the opportu-

nity to play one more game.
“I feel like when we play as a
team, we bring a lot to the floor and
our team chemistry has come a long
ways,” Yeahquo said.
In addition to Yeahquo and Smith,
Damean Frank was also in double
figures for the White Buffalos with
13 points.
The entire Madras team contributed to the win, as all 10 suited players scored in the game. Chad Thurby hit a pair of 3-pointers, and finished with eight points, while Byron
Patt and Tyler Lockey had six
points apiece.
Crook County sophomores Thaiden Mullan and Devin Bishop came
off the bench to lead the Cowboys
with nine points apiece, while Chase
Bales added seven. Seniors Keenan
Mozingo and Reilly Dalton each
scored six. Fellow senior Rowdie
Dalton added five points in the loss.
“I don’t know what it is about Madras, but they just seem to shoot the
ball really well against us for some
reason,” Kessi said. “They play
loose. They play confident. That’s
the one thing I told their boys is
don’t waste this, because if you are
going to play this well against us,
then you need to continue it and not
let down. I feel like they are a pretty
good team and capable of winning.”

Madras girls look ahead to next season
A team with no
seniors, Buffs will
return a full roster
BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

The Madras girls basketball team’s season ended
sooner than they had hoped
after a 50-48 loss at Cottage
Grove last Saturday in a 4A
play-in game, but the result
hasn’t altered their longterm goal to make a deep run
in the state tournament.
The White Buffalos held a
33-27 lead at halftime against
Cottage Grove — a team they
had beaten in the same building earlier this season.
They fell behind in the second half, only scoring 14
points across two quarters.
Shot selection was fine, Madras head coach Zach Lillebo
said, but they couldn’t get
many looks to fall.
Still, the Buffs were in a po-

sition to win the game late,
but were unable to convert
down the stretch.
“We were down in the last
couple minutes in the game,
but (had) plenty of opportunities to go ahead or tie,” Lillebo said. “We got to the freethrow line a couple times,
missed a one-and-one, missed
a 3-pointer, but that’s not
what cost us the game. We
should’ve taken care of business earlier.”
The loss stung for a team
aiming to replicate or improve its run to the state
quarterfinals last season.
The drive home was a solemn
one, but only 24 hours after
the result, players and coaches were already looking
ahead to next season.
The Buffs had no seniors
on the team this season,
which means they’ll get everyone back next season and
look to add girls coming into
high school.
Many of the players will
play on travel teams throughout the spring, before return-

PREP ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
Jace Oppenlander

CULVER WRESTLING

The Culver senior locked up his first
state title after pinning Clay Johnson
of Union Cove 56 seconds into the
first round of the 138-pound finals.

Mack Little

ing to the team for summer
basketball.
Having that continuity
from one year to the next
should prime the Buffs for another run at the playoffs next
year.

Lady Buffs close out league
schedule with home win
In a girls basketball matchup of shooting against size,
shooting prevailed.
The Madras White Buffalos’ perimeter tandem of Kaliyah Iverson and Lynden Harry, who finished with 21 and
13 points, respectively, overwhelmed the Crook County
Cowgirls’ despite their size
deficiency inside.
The game was close in the
early going before the Buffs’
shooters heated up and never
looked back. Madras eventually won 61-38, wrapping up
third place in the Tri-Valley
Conference, while Crook
County ended its season with
a 2-20 overall, 1-9 league record.
Crook County hung around
in the first quarter, thanks to
its posts, Baylee Thompson
and Tiffany Smith, rebounding several of the team’s
missed baskets and putting
them back up. The Cowgirls
trailed 8-6 with three minutes
remaining in the quarter, but
after that, the Buffs began to
pull away.
The Madras full-court
press deflected Crook County
passes and led to turnovers,
which allowed the Buffs easy
baskets in transition. Madras
closed on a 9-3 run and led 179 after one quarter.
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From left, Madras starters Annie Whipple, Lynden Harry, Kaliyah Iverson, Jiana Smith-Francis and Jackie
Zamora will all be back in the fold next season, giving head coach Zach Lillebo plenty of lineup options.

“The first quarter, we were
right in it,” Crook County
head coach Heidi Lea said. “It
gets close and then we just
kind of give them a few buckets. You can’t let a team like
Madras have runs like that,
because they take advantage
of it.”
The Buffs continued knocking down shots efficiently.
Iverson put together one of
her most complete offensive
outputs of the season, while
Harry played the role of facilitator and finished with six
assists.
“Tonight they were clicking,” Lillebo said. “Kaliyah

CULVER WRESTLING

Little won a 5-3 decision over Tristan
Bennett of Neah-Kah-Nie in the 220
finals — also his first title. He was also
awarded the Tyrone S. Woods Wrestling
Foundation scholarship before the finals
began Saturday.

Sports Medicine • Orthopedic
Manual Therapy • Back/Neck Pain
Auto/Work Injuries
Brock P. Monger, DPT, ATC, CSCS
Karin E. Monger, DPT, CSCS
James Wallace, PT • Saundra Allard, PTA

www.apexoregon.com

" Proud provider of volunteer athletic training for
high school athletes since 2007"

541-475-1218

230 SW 5th St., Madras

• Divorce • Custody
• Auto Accidents
• Criminal &
Civil Practice
William Carl
CALL TODAY • 541.475.2272
Glenn, Reeder, Gassner & Carl, LLP

205 S.E. 5th Street, Madras • www.madrasattorneys.com

was hitting her shots, Lynden
noticed that and Lynden got
her the ball. That’s simple
basketball. That’s what
you’re supposed to do as a
teammate — find the person
who’s on … Lynden found the
open (girl) tonight, which
happened to be Kaliyah quite
often.”
Facing a 20-point deficit for
much of the second half,
Crook County maintained a
consistent output. Knowing
the game would be the last of
their season, and for seven
seniors, the last of their high
school careers, the Cowgirls
came into the game determined to play with the same
effort from start to finish.
The Cowgirls’ 38 points
were the most they had

scored against Madras in
three meetings this season
and the third-highest total
out of ten Tri-Valley Conference games.
“They’ve worked hard all
season,” Lea said. “I really respect them in that, it’s tough
when you lose games night in
and night out, (but) they kept
fighting.”
Both teams emptied their
benches in the fourth quarter, and saw players who seldom shoot make contribu
Madras gave some of its
younger players the green
light to shoot, and they came
through. Vanessa Culps and
Chloe Smith each chipped in
seven points, and Elise David
added a point from a made
free throw.

Supports Local
High School Athletics
212 SW 4th Street, Suite 101, Madras 97741
(541) 460-5107, www.westerntitle.com
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COMMUNITYEVENTS
High Desert Stampede in Redmond
kicks off rodeo season this spring
High Desert Stampede, in conjunction
with the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association, will be presenting a full rodeo performance lineup at the Deschutes County
Fair & Expo Center March 31 and April 1.
The rodeo will feature a full lineup of
events including bull, bareback and saddle
bronc riding, steer wrestling, team roping,
calf roping and barrel racing.
The Redmond event officially marks the
start of the 2017 rodeo season for the Northwest and West Coast tour. In 2016, the High
Desert Stampede was the highest paying
two-day rodeo ever held in the Northwest,
according to a press release.
For additional information regarding tickets, vendor application, sponsorship or volunteering, visit www.highdesertstampede.
com.

Discover Your Forest, are starting their
annual winter snow programs at the ski
area. The programs allow visitors to snowshoe, ski or snowboard Mt. Bachelor slopes
with a ranger.
Snowshoe programs run through March
31. Interested participants will meet at the
Forest Service snowshoeing hut located at
Mt. Bachelor’s West Village at 10 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. on weekends and school break
weekdays. Tours last 90 minutes and snowshoes are provided for the tour. Participants
must be 10 years or older and should dress
appropriately for cold weather
The same dates are offered for ski and
snowboard tour will be on Mt. Bachelor’s
groomed runs. The tour begins at 2 p.m. Participants are responsible for having lift tickets and equipment, as well as, basic riding
skills. Both programs are free, but donations are suggested to help the nonprofit
Discover Your Forest.

Jefferson County Little League
Ranger snow tours at Mt. Bachelor signups open online through March 1
run through March 31
Baseball and softball season is quickly ap-

proaching, which means it’s time to sign up
for Jefferson County Little League.
Signups will once again be done online at
www.jeffcolittleleagueor.org. The deadline
to sign up is Wednesday, March 1.
Tryouts will be held March 4 at Juniper
Hills Park. Baseball tryouts begin at 12 p.m.
and softball tryouts at 2 p.m.
For any additional questions, email jeffcolittleleagueor@gmail.com.

MADras Runners host monthly run
On the third Saturday of each month at 9
a.m., MADras Runners is hosting a group
run that begins at Eagle Bakery, 123 S.W. H
St.
Running routes usually consist of three
miles and seven miles. People can do all or
part of a given route. Free cinnamon rolls
and coffee are provided afterwards.

Grin and Bear It run set for March 4
The 15th Annual Grin and Bear It, taking
place March 4, will offer a 5 and 10K run at
10 a.m. through Bend’s Old Mill District for
runners and walkers of all ages and skill

levels. A 1-mile family fun run will also be
taking place at 11 a.m. Both races begin and
end at the Les Schwab Ampitheatre.
Last year’s event generated over $5,000 in
prizes and awards and nearly $35,000 in
sponsorships and run entries, which were
dedicated to supporting children and families in the community through the Healthy
Beginnings program.

Need help with house work? MHS
football players can lend a hand
If you are looking for someone to help get
a job done around your house or business,
Madras High School football players can
lend a hand.
For a price between $50 and $150 depending on the task, players are available to help
with work including yard work, painting,
moving, cleaning, house repair, car washes
and house organization. Proceeds earned
from these jobs will go to the Madras High
football program, and donations are also accepted. For more information, contact Madras head football coach Kurt Taylor at
ktaylor@509j.net or 503-312-9680.

Progress: Teammates
come together before state
■
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Above, Mack Little (right) grabs a hold of Tristan Bennett in the the 220 finals match. Below, Culver
coaches J.D. Alley (left) and Miguel Baltazar look on as Jace Oppenlander puts the finishing move on his
opponent, Clay Johnson.

Seniors: Results from
this year were a reversal
of fortune from last year
■

From Page B1

lander, along with fellow senior Mack Little, combined
to give the Bulldogs two of
their four individual titlists
Saturday. After both finished runners-up at state
last season, the latest result
was the perfect ending to
each of them in high school
careers that, to that point,
had included most achievements short of an individual
title.
For Little, the night also
included receiving the Tyrone S. Woods Wrestling
Foundation scholarship before the finals matches began. The scholarship is given to an outstanding high
school wrestler in the areas
of academic excellence, citizenship and wrestling
achievements.
After he beat Tristan Bennett of Neah-Kah-Nie in a 5-2
decision, his night was complete.
“It’s amazing; I’m ecstatic,” Little said. “I’ve just
worked so hard. My brothers have pushed me so hard,
I’ve pushed them so hard.
It’s just all paid off. Hard
work pays off in the end.”
After Little and Oppenlander came one win short
of a title, each was determined to work harder than
ever this season and put
himself in a position to erase
the sting of last year.

“Victory is sweet,” Little other guys deserve some
said. “When you lose, you victories, too.”
just want it more. You got
A key part of developing a
that taste in your mouth, championship program is
and you got to get it out by maintaining the same effort
going out there and doing through the highs and lows,
the best you can. Win or and the Bulldogs certainly
lose, just know you
embody that spirit
did your best.
“I feel for them,
Give it your
but our saying
“Victory is sweet.
all.”
in the (wres“I felt
tling) room
When
you
lose,
you
just
like a vetis, ‘Enjoy
want it more. You got that the grind.
eran in
t h e r e
taste in your mouth, and you Fwianyd t ao
(since)
got to get it out by going out make unI’d been
there bebearable
there and doing the best you bearable,’
fore,” Opcan.”
penlander
and that’s
added.
what they
- Mack Little
The night
do,” Little said
was somewhat
of his senior
a reversal of forteammates. “Win,
tune among the Bulldogs’
lose or draw, they’re just
five seniors — Little, Oppen- working their butts off, no
lander, Marco Retano, Sax- matter what happens.”
ton Schaffner and Jaiden
As much as the group has
Jones.
bonded over their mutual
Jones and Retano took successes, they’ve also now
home titles last season, experienced the feeling of
while the remaining three coming up just short of a tifinished second. This year, tle. It’s not a position that
Little and Oppenlander any of them would like to be
were the ones who finished in, but, for what it’s worth,
first, and the other three they’ve all gone through it.
were runners-up.
“It’s just a mutual love for
“It’s give and take,” head each other,” Little said. “It’s
coach J.D. Alley said. “If just a special thing that you
guys like Marco and Jaiden don’t understand unless
got to take a back seat, well, you’re in sports. It’s a broththat’s the kind of team they erhood and a family. When
are. They’d probably almost someone needs your back,
volunteer to do it. Those you got it.”

From Page B1

In the consolation bracket,
Manu faced Crook County’s
Jaxson Rhoden. The two had
met at districts with third
place at stake, and Manu
took all of 36 seconds to pin
Rhoden. This time around,
the match wasn’t as quick.
The first round halted a
couple times as Manu was
bloodied, and couldn’t land
any shots. Rhoden took a 5-3
lead in the second round,
and on three separate occasions, Madras coaches Cameron Mitchem and Shawn
Smith felt that Rhoden
jumped the official’s whistle
and gained an unfair advantage. The Buffs’ coaches
pleaded for a false start call,
but the head official believed
that Rhoden was simply reacting quickly to his start
whistle, Mitchem said.
Had a false start been
called, Manu would’ve
trailed by one point and only
need an escape to force overtime. Ultimately, however,
the ruling didn’t make or
break Manu’s chances of a
win.
“Jaxson Rhoden wrestled
a great match,” Mitchem
said. “We made a mistake

and he capitalized.”
“I can’t dwell too much
about it,” Manu said of the
two losses Saturday.
“They’re both good wrestlers. I just got to work hard
next year and hopefully
nothing like that will happen
again.”
In the fifth-place match,
with a podium spot on the
line, Manu battled Henley’s
Justin Self, and pinned him
in 4:27. The end result was
encouraging, not only because he ended his season
with a win, but also the progress he had made in just a
few weeks’ time. Self had
pinned Manu in the first
round at the Cottage Grove
Invitational earlier this season, but the second time
around, Manu got the better
of Self.
After not placing at state
as a sophomore, Manu made
improvements throughout
his junior season, and will
look to continue on that
same track with hopes of
placing higher next year.
“I think he had an expectation to place; next year the
expectation should be higher — either a state championship or higher than fifth,”
Mitchem said. “He battled

really well over the last two
weeks.”
In those weeks between
districts and state, although
Manu was the only White
Buffalo with matches left to
wrestle, Mitchem and Smith
were inspired when they
saw teammates showing up
for practice every afternoon
to help Manu prepare for
state.
“They helped him get better and they got better themselves,” Mitchem said. “It
was a great way to end the
season with that core group
of juniors and one freshman,
Leander Smith, there every
day. That was awesome. We
never communicated that
that was our expectation.
They did it on their own.”
Manu’s teammate Thomas LeClaire was also by his
side for almost all of the
state tournament to help
warm him up before matches.
“It was good to have all
those guys there with you;
it’s an even better feeling
when you’re all best
friends,” Manu said. “It was
really heartwarming to
have them all practicing
with me and supporting
me.”

MST has another strong
showing at championship
Local swimmers,
11-14, save best
performance for last
Five Madras Swim Team
(MST) swimmers competed
at rhe Oregon Swimming
Arena Short Course 11-14
Championships held last
weekend in Beaverton.
The quartet of Ethan
Graeme, 12, Conner Flu, 11,
Julian Hollingshead, 12, and
Colby Anderson-O’Brien, 12,
on the boys side; and, Kaitlyn McMorrow, 11, for girls.
Typically, each event has 20
to 30 competitors, according
to MST head coach Tim Nelson
Kaitlyn started her first
ever state short course competition by cutting a whopping 1.70 seconds off her 50
backstroke time in posting a
time of 32.90 seconds and securing a place in finals as the
No. 10 qualifier (10 go on to
finals in each event).
In the finals, she slipped to
33.12, but still moved up to
ninth place. Kaitlyn was the
only MST swimmer to place
in finals. She also achieved
personal best times in the 50
free, placing 11th and cutting
1.03 seconds to 28.57. She also crushed her previous best
in the 100 free from 1:05.65 to
1:02.93. The 50 free and back
were brand new MST records for Kaitlyn, while her
effort in the 100 free broke
her own record.

Ethan lowered two of his
own MST records by placing
11th in the 100 back (1:06.01)
a n d, 17t h in t he 100
free,(1:00.27).
“I would say that the
12-year old boy division was
one of the deepest at the
meet,” Nelson said. “It
seemed all of the boys
dropped a lot of time, so
Ethan’s effort were very solid.”
Conner also established
personal bests in the 50
backstroke (13th) clipping
one second off of his best
touching in 34.28; and 100 individual medley (16th), dropping 1.85 seconds to 1:16.49.
Julian — a secondyear
swimmer — scorched his
first event, the 50 breaststroke in 35.38, landing him a
fifth-place seed in finals.
However, according to
Nelson, “a controversial
rules interpretation at the
start of the race disqualified
Julian. Sometimes, that’s the
way it goes.” The next day,
Hollingshead established a
personal best in the 100
breast, placing 12th in
1:19.33.
Colby teamed up with
three boys to compete in
three relays: the 200 free relay, 400 free relay, and the
200 medley relay. The boys
dropped 2.75 seconds in the
short free relay and 6.56 seconds in the long free relay to
finish 12th and 11th, respectively, and up five places in
both from their seed times.
However, it was the final

event for MST, the 200 medley relay, that literally
brought the crowd to a deafening volume.
The first heat of the 10
fastest teams swam determining the winner, Lake Oswego.
In the second heat of two,
MST was positioned in lane
seven, thereby being the No.
14 seed.
Ethan set the pace with a
31.12 backstroke lead-off, followed by Julian with a redemptive 34.86 breaststroke
leg, at which point MST had
a commanding eight-second
lead lead in the heat over Superior Swimming from Medford.
Colby was third in the fly,
up against one of the best
young swimmers in Oregon
history — Superior’s Marcus
Gentry. Colby’s split of 33.73)
gave Flu, the anchor, a
1.7-second cushion in the
free leg. For reference, Marcus’ split of 26.63 is among
the best in the nation
Conner’s amazing 28.99
time allowed MST to capture
the heat by 0.17 and move up
six full places to earn an
eighth-place finish.
Nelson summed it up by
stating, “a winning athlete
or relay from lane seven is
a-few-and-far-between feat.
We wrapped up the meet on
just about the highest note a
coach could hope for. With
10 & Unders and high school
state last week, these kids
are on a roll. It is just awesome to watch!”

Story idea? Contact Sports Editor Will Denner
at wdenner@madraspioneer.com
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SCOREBOARD
BASKETBALL
Feb. 24
Boys basketball
Sisters 46, Madras 39
Feb. 25
Girls basketball
Cottage Grove 50, Madras 48

BOWLING
Results of Feb. 21-25 week
Madras Bowl
Tuesday Night Twisters
Team standings
Madras Sanitary
30-14
Thompson Pump & Irrig. 25.5-18.5
Dufur Taxidermy
25-19
Greased Lightening Gang 23.5-20.5
Willems Chiropractic
23-21
Got Sand
22-22
Family Tradition
21-23
Team Toto
19-25
Loving Lift
18-26
Freeloaders
13-31
Individual scores
Men
High game: Joe Steller 225, Brent
Johnson 198, Allen Hurley 187
High series: Dustin Williams 613,
Ray Shike 563, Harry Hall 510
High handicap game: Josh Hebard
258, Kevin Haugen 255, Daniel Hall
255
High handicap series: Duane
Ledford 779, Thom Hurley 737, John
Williams 696
Women
High game: Lori Urbach 181,
Tammy Wilson 159, Stretch Light
159
High series: Jean McCloskey 505,
Cindy Dubisar 453, Jean Stanton
423
High handicap game: Deb
Jorgensen 311, Cindy Dubisar 308,
Jean McCloskey 303
High handicap series: Mary Crouse
797, Jean Stanton 777, Sara
Ronning 774, Cindy Dubisar 774
Thursday Night Keglers
Team standings
Berg Air
Peter’s Carpentry

26-14
26-14

Perfect Storm
Middleton’s
Erickson’s
Thoze Guyz
D&D Realty
Hometown Drug
Muck
Liquid Aloha Hydr.
Cruz-In-Carwash
TS&S

25-15
24-16
20-20
20-20
20-20
19-21
17-23
16-24
14-26
13-27

Individual scores
Men
High game: Kalani Kepaa 216,
Wayne Shortreed 203, Dave Olsen
200
High series: Kalani Kepaa 558,
Roger Muggli 556, Jim Lantz 544
High handicap game: Mark Jensen
281, Josh Fisher 279, Richard Tandy
276
High handicap series: Roger Muggli
751, Josh Fisher 749, Mark Jensen
730
Women
High game: Walda Berry 205,
Jenniffer Grant 183, Patty Schmid
179
High series: Walda Berry 563, Patty
Schmid 511, Ana Young 468
High handicap game: Jenniffer
Grant 280, Patty Schmid 262, Sonja
Jensen 254, Ana Young 254, Terri
Barnhardt 254
High handicap series: Patty Schmid
760, Darlene Widdicombe 709, Terri
Barnhardt 708

WRESTLING
Feb. 24-25
OSAA State Wrestling Tournament
Veterans Memorial Coliseum,
Portland
Culver High results
2A/1A-113
Lorenzo Vasquez (34-4) placed 1st
and scored 24.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Lorenzo Vasquez
(Culver) 34-4 won by fall over Tyler
Huerta (Myrtle Point) 19-7 (Fall
1:07)
Semifinal - Lorenzo Vasquez
(Culver) 34-4 won by fall over
Marcus Furtado (Adrian) 36-9 (Fall
6:00)
1st Place Match - Lorenzo Vasquez
(Culver) 34-4 won by fall over
Symon Thurman (Lowell) 28-11

4A-182

26-5 (MD 11-0)

(Fall 1:03)
2A/1A-120

2A/1A-152

Orlando Torres (24-12) placed 2nd
and scored 14.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Orlando Torres
(Culver) 24-12 won by decision over
Landen Timeus (Gold Beach) 13-12
(Dec 13-7)
Semifinal - Orlando Torres (Culver)
24-12 won by decision over Jaxon
Blackburn (Union/Cove) 22-16 (Dec
5-4)
1st Place Match - Cole Farwell
(Enterprise) 44-5 won by fall over
Orlando Torres (Culver) 24-12 (Fall
5:04)

Jerron Rhen (29-7) placed 3rd and
scored 10.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Elijah Epling (Crane)
17-7 won by decision over Jerron
Rhen (Culver) 29-7 (Dec 5-3)
Cons. Round 1 - Jerron Rhen
(Culver) 29-7 won by decision over
Jacob Drago (Triangle Lake) 24-15
(Dec 9-2)
Cons. Semi - Jerron Rhen (Culver)
29-7 won by major decision over
Devin Lichte (Reedsport) 22-8 (MD
13-2)
3rd Place Match - Jerron Rhen
(Culver) 29-7 won by decision over
Elijah Epling (Crane) 17-7 (Dec 7-0)

2A/1A-126
Jordan Van Alstyne (11-13) place is
unknown and scored 3.00 team
points.
Quarterfinal - Blake Butler (Pine
Eagle) 25-5 won by fall over Jordan
Van Alstyne (Culver) 11-13 (Fall
0:33)
Cons. Round 1 - Jordan Van Alstyne
(Culver) 11-13 won by fall over
Fisher Wahl (Reedsport) 18-16 (Fall
1:37)
Cons. Semi - Caleb Day (Central
Linn) 30-9 won by fall over Jordan
Van Alstyne (Culver) 11-13 (Fall
0:18)

Saxton Schaffner (21-5) placed 2nd
and scored 18.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Saxton Schaffner
(Culver) 21-5 won by fall over
Brandon Roe (Pine Eagle) 5-9 (Fall
0:29)
Semifinal - Saxton Schaffner
(Culver) 21-5 won by fall over Devin
Lichte (Reedsport) 22-8 (Fall 5:06)
1st Place Match - Justyn Barton
(Lowell) 34-8 won by fall over
Saxton Schaffner (Culver) 21-5 (Fall
2:42)

2A/1A-138

Marco Retano (31-7) placed 2nd
and scored 18.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Marco Retano (Culver)
31-7 won by fall over Colton Burr
(Siletz Valley) 13-19 (Fall 1:27)
Semifinal - Marco Retano (Culver)
31-7 won by fall over Nick Glover
(Reedsport) 24-13 (Fall 5:43)
1st Place Match - Thomas Harvey
(Lowell) 37-3 won by decision over
Marco Retano (Culver) 31-7 (Dec
8-1)

Jace Oppenlander (36-5) placed 1st
and scored 24.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Jace Oppenlander
(Culver) 36-5 won by fall over Cache
Campbell (Crane) 22-17 (Fall 2:37)
Semifinal - Jace Oppenlander
(Culver) 36-5 won by fall over Justin
Fletcher (Vernonia) 30-11 (Fall 2:35)
1st Place Match - Jace Oppenlander
(Culver) 36-5 won by fall over Clay
Johnson (Grant Union/Prairie City)
25-6 (Fall 0:53)
2A/1A-145
Jorge Olivera (36-4) placed 1st and
scored 23.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Jorge Olivera (Culver)
36-4 won by fall over Enrique
Delgado (Adrian) 14-18 (Fall 2:27)
Semifinal - Jorge Olivera (Culver)
36-4 won by fall over Hunter Lewis
(Toledo) 4-3 (Fall 0:17)
1st Place Match - Jorge Olivera
(Culver) 36-4 won by major decision
over Bobby Butler (Siletz Valley)

2A/1A-160

Joseph Russo (12-12) place is
unknown and scored 4.00 team
points.
Quarterfinal - Joseph Russo (Culver)
12-12 won by fall over Bryce
McKillip (Nestucca) 16-11 (Fall
1:03)
Semifinal - Thomas Harvey (Lowell)
37-3 won by fall over Joseph Russo
(Culver) 12-12 (Fall 3:19)
Cons. Semi - Tanner Owen (Elgin)
22-11 won by fall over Joseph
Russo (Culver) 12-12 (Fall 0:44)

Victor Torres (27-10) placed 2nd
and scored 17.50 team points.
Quarterfinal - Victor Torres (Culver)
27-10 won by fall over Hayden
Trimble (Lowell) 24-3 (Fall 5:48)
Semifinal - Victor Torres (Culver)
27-10 won by tech fall over Rylie
Warnock (Joseph/Wallowa) 19-8
(TF-1.5 4:55 (21-5))
1st Place Match - Cale Edmunds
(Oakridge) 30-4 won by major decision over Victor Torres (Culver)
27-10 (MD 14-2)
2A/1A-195
Cylus Hoke (24-9) placed 3rd and
scored 9.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Cord Flynn (Heppner/
Ione) 36-1 won by decision over
Cylus Hoke (Culver) 24-9 (Dec 7-4)
Cons. Round 1 - Cylus Hoke
(Culver) 24-9 won by decision over
Chase Cook (Nestucca) 15-8 (Dec
4-1)
Cons. Semi - Cylus Hoke (Culver)
24-9 won by decision over Andrew
Goozee (Knappa) 32-2 (Dec 6-5)
3rd Place Match - Cylus Hoke
(Culver) 24-9 won by decision over
Zachary Kintzley (Lowell) 28-12
(Dec 8-4)
Jaiden Jones (24-9) placed 2nd and
scored 18.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - Jaiden Jones (Culver)
24-9 won by fall over Joseph Aguilar
(Pine Eagle) 19-21 (Fall 0:30)
Semifinal - Jaiden Jones (Culver)
24-9 won by fall over Andrew
Goozee (Knappa) 32-2 (Fall 0:48)
1st Place Match - Cord Flynn
(Heppner/Ione) 36-1 won by decision over Jaiden Jones (Culver)
24-9 (Dec 7-3)
2A/1A-220
MacKyle Little (21-3) placed 1st and
scored 20.00 team points.
Quarterfinal - MacKyle Little (Culver)
21-3 won by fall over Andrew
Kintzley (Lowell) 5-12 (Fall 0:27)
Semifinal - MacKyle Little (Culver)
21-3 won by decision over Drew
Lusco (Grant Union/Prairie City)
23-6 (Dec 3-2)
1st Place Match - MacKyle Little
(Culver) 21-3 won by decision over
Tristan Bennett (Neah-Kah-Nie) 38-2
(Dec 5-2)
Madras High results

2A/1A-170

Harrison Manu (31-8) placed 5th
and scored 15.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Harrison Manu
(Madras) 31-8 won by fall over Matt
Carrillo (North Marion) 27-5 (Fall
3:02)
Quarterfinal - Harrison Manu
(Madras) 31-8 won by fall over
Spencer Gerst (La Grande) 13-10
(Fall 2:36)
Semifinal - Josh Hammers
(Mazama) 43-2 won by fall over
Harrison Manu (Madras) 31-8 (Fall
1:10)
Cons. Semi - Jaxson Rhoden (Crook
County) 27-15 won by decision over
Harrison Manu (Madras) 31-8 (Dec
5-3)
5th Place Match - Harrison Manu
(Madras) 31-8 won by fall over
Justin Self (Henley) 32-12 (Fall
4:27)
Team scores (top 10)
6A
Roseburg 366, Sprague 195,
Newberg 180, Century 122.5, David
Douglas 96.5, Aloha 88.5, West Linn
86, Westview 82.5, Grants Pass 77,
North Salem 71
5A
Crater 175.5, Dallas 147.5,
Redmond 144, Hermiston 138,
Sandy 135, Mountain View 115,
Milwaukie 98.5, Lebanon 95,
Thurston 81, Hillsboro 73.5
4A
Crater 175.5, Dallas 147.5,
Redmond 144, Hermiston 138,
Sandy 135, Mountain View 115,
Milwaukie 98.5, Lebanon 95,
Thurston 81, Hillsboro 73.5
3A
Nyssa 287, Willamina 167, Dayton
134, Glide 122, Harrisburg 107.5, La
Pine 106.5, Scio 101, Riverside 68,
Creswell 65, Cascade Christian 57.5
2A/1A
Culver 202.5, Lowell 150.5, Central
Linn 60, Neah-Kah-Nie 46, Crane 38,
Gold Beach 37, Enterprise 35.5,
Monroe 35, Joseph/Wallowa 33
Grant Union 32
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Above, Jerron Rhen bounced back from a loss in the quarterfinals to win three straight, including this win
over Reedsport’s Devin Lichte. Rhen placed third at 152, as did Cylus Hoke at 195.

Above, Culver wrestlers, coaches and volunteers hold up individual and team accolades after finals matches concluded. Below, right, in a rematch of last year’s 195 finals, Jaiden Jones (left) and Heppner’s Cord
Flynn (right) battled for three back-and-forth rounds before Flynn won a 7-3 decision.

Right, Lorenzo
Vasquez’s hand
is raised after
he won the 113pound finals
over Lowell’s
Symon
Thurman. Left,
Marco Retano
takes off his
head gear after
his 160 bout
with senior
Tommy Harvey
of Lowell.
Harvey won in
an 8-1 decision.

WILL DENNER/
MADRAS PIONEER

Ten: Culver returns
several state placers
From Page B1

Memorial Coliseum in Portland on Saturday night, and
the team’s final score of 202.5
points were the second-most
all time in the OSAA’s lowest
classification, trailing only
Lowell’s 216 points in 1981.
But, as Culver head coach
J.D. Alley noted after the finals, each bracket featured
more wrestlers in those days
than the current eight-man
format.
Four Bulldogs won state titles in Lorenzo Vasquez (113),
Jace Oppenlander (138),
Jorge Olivera (145) and Mack
Little (220). Placing second
were Orlando Torres (120),
Saxton Schaffner (152), Marco
Retano (160), Victor Torres
(170) and Jaiden Jones (195).
Jerron Rhen at 152 and Cylus
Hoke at 195 each placed third,
while Jordan VanAlstyne
(126) and Joe Russo (160) each
went 1-2 for the tournament.
“It was a team affair, for
sure,” Alley said. “Streaks are
important, because you can’t
always be on top, but you can
get close and always keep
fighting. We don’t want to be
the here today, gone tomorrow type of program.”
The Bulldogs got rolling in
the finals when sophomore
Lorenzo Vasquez stepped
onto the mat for the 113-pound
match against Lowell’s Symon Thurman. Vasquez
promptly won by fall in 1:03.
He acknowledged that his ultimate goal is to win four
state titles, though he cautioned that he still has a long
way to go.
“I’m hoping to, but I want to
take it one step at a time and
not get too ahead of myself,”
Vasquez said.
Jace Oppenlander followed
up by winning his first state
title at 138, and for the second
consecutive season, Jorge
Olivera finished first at 145.
Olivera, who went up against
his teammate, Schaffner, in
last year’s 145 finals, said this
year’s finish had a much
sweeter feel to it.
“I had to find a way to celebrate, but it wasn’t as (much)
what I wanted,” Olivera said
of last year. “This year was a
lot better.”
Culver had a comfortable
lead on Lowell at this point in
the finals, but a couple of Red
Devils played the roles of villains in keeping two Bulldogs
from placing first.
In the 152 match, Schaffner
faced Lowell’s Justyn Barton
— a fellow senior also looking
for his first state title. Schaffner looked to be in control
early, registering a takedown
in the first round. But in the
second, Barton gained control
and pinned him.
Schaffner deadpanned afterwards that he’s used to
this position, as he finished
second at state in three of his
four seasons. Not winning a
state title is a bitter pill to
swallow, he said, but he can
take solace in the fact that he

had a hand in all of Culver’s
team titles during his four
seasons.
“At the end of the day, it’s
nice to be able to still celebrate with your team,” Schaffner said. “Even though you
didn’t get the individual (title), you’re part of the team,
you’re contributing and you
won it as a team. So technically, you’re a state champ.”
The 160 match pitted Bulldogs’ senior Marco Retano, in
pursuit of his fourth state title, against Lowell senior
Tommy Harvey — a two-time
reigning state champion. The
two had never run into each
other at state until Saturday,
and hadn’t wrestled since
their junior seasons when
Harvey beat Retano at the Oregon Wrestling Classic.
On Saturday, the night belonged to Harvey. The two
went three rounds, with Harvey ultimately winning an 8-1
decision. Both ended their
high school careers with
three titles.
Jaiden Jones drew a rematch of Heppner’s Cord Flynn at 195, which Jones won
last year. The two went back
and forth with Jones narrowly missing a couple takedowns, and Flynn won a 7-3
decision.
But the Bulldogs had one
more title left at 220 in Little
— his first.
Title number 10 is a significant milestone to reach, but it
was also Culver’s fourth in a
row, which meant this year’s
group of seniors won a team
title in each of their four
years.
“A couple of them didn’t
finish the way their goals,
hopes and visions were, but
they can take a lot of solace in
that fact (four teams state titles),” Alley said.
“The seniors got to feel
like they built some of that
and brought the tradition
back,” Alley continued. “Not
only is it four in a row, when
they were eighth-graders, we
lost. So they got the ship
righted and steered it on
home for four years.”
Although Culver graduates five seniors, the team’s
future looks plenty bright.
All 13 of Culver’s state qualifiers stayed alive after Friday, and all but two placed.
“I don’t know if I’ve ever
went to bed on Friday with
everybody still in the tournament,” Alley said. “Some of
that is good draws, and some
of that is a kid stepping up to
win.”
The Bulldogs will build
around regining state
champs Vasquez and Olivera, while also looking for continued improvements from
the younger group, including
Victor Torres, who finished
fourth as a freshman and
placed second at 170 this
year.
“Nine guys in the finals
and only five of them graduate,” Alley said. “We’ll be all
right.”

The Oregon Sports Awards is proud to announce the Play It Forward
Award and Fund recipients for the fall award cycle, sponsored by Nike
and Providence Health & Services. Nike and Providence are committed
to helping kids be physically active as an integral part of building
healthier communities, and are partnering to recognize and award
outstanding efforts to get kids moving across Oregon.

FUND RECIPIENTS
KÚKÁTÓNÓN CHILDREN’S AFRICAN DANCE TROUPE
Kúkátónón’s mission is to inspire confidence, commitment and vitality among the children
in the dance troupe, and to broaden awareness of African and African American cultural
traditions throughout Oregon. The Portland-area after-school arts learning program
is tuition-free and teaches West African dance and drumming in addition to providing
creative opportunities for under-served audiences to enhance the understanding of
cultural diversity, serve as an educational tool and improving the welfare of the community
through the arts.

ELITE SPORTS ACADEMY
The mission of Elite Sports Academy is to provide every child with the opportunity to
become an elite athlete--on and off the court. The primary organizational goals are to
provide education critical to a child’s development, help children create and maintain
healthy and active lifestyles, and provide top-of-the-line sports training to give children
in low-income families their best shot at graduating from high school and obtaining
collegiate scholarships.

4 WORLDS UNITED SOCCER ALLIANCE
4WU is a Portland-based nonprofit organization that supports low-income and refugee
families who have difficulty navigating the logistical and financial difficulties of
“pay to play” athletics by providing youth with entry fees to club soccer programs,
transportation, ongoing communication about the program and financial aid to help
keep kids playing. 4WU strives to enhance the lives of these kids by providing access
to experiences that improve skills, build confidence and unite communities through the
power of soccer.

AWARD RECIPIENTS
GABRIELLE BARIN - TREASURE VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, VOLLEYBALL & TENNIS
Gabrielle dedicated her summer to volunteering with the Boys & Girls Club of Western
Treasure Valley’s Triple Play -- a program that uses physical activity to encourage the
growth of mind, body, and soul among youth. Through Triple Play she led workouts,
coached boxing lessons and taught the importance of fitness and nutrition to teens.
Gabrielle’s mentorship efforts do not stop short of the court: she continues to build
relationships by inviting youth to her games, free of charge when possible, with the goal of
inspiring them to chase their own dreams.

JACINTA VANDENBERG - UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Jacinta is currently enrolled in University of Oregon graduate school with an interest in
child development. She is a regular volunteer at the Eugene Mission, where she interacts
with underprivileged youth. Jacinta is not only able to teach children the importance of
physical activity on overall health and wellness, but also promotes the higher educational
opportunities that sport participation presents for youth.

RILEY HOWARD - MILWAUKIE HIGH SCHOOL, BASEBALL
Riley dedicates time to the Milwaukie Junior Baseball Association by mowing lawns,
prepping fields and building mounds, dugouts and practice areas. He also works with
younger student athletes to help them improve their hitting and pitching. During the offseason, he volunteers as an activity monitor at the local elementary school gymnasium.
The high school senior aims to make baseball an access point for young people to
experience competition, learn valuable skills, find an outlet for stress and have fun.

KELDON LITTELL - ASTORIA HIGH SCHOOL, FOOTBALL
Keldon, a high school senior, volunteers with Astoria Parks and Recreation, The Astoria
Armory, and Astoria area youth sports. As a youth football coach, 4th grade basketball
coach, and little league baseball coach, Keldon enjoys being able to watch kids grow both
mentally and physically-- an opportunity he finds incredibly humbling. Upon graduating
college, Keldon hopes to return to Astoria to pursue his passion for coaching in his
hometown.

APPLY TODAY
OREGONSPORTSAWARDS.COM/PLAYITFORWARD
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HONORING INSPIRATIONAL STUDENT
ATHLETES AND ORGANIZATIONS
FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN THEIR COMMUNITY.

