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BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

Although the Culver football 
team is still in search of its first 
win of the season, last Friday’s 25-

12 loss at Vernonia 
was a vast improve-
ment from the week 
prior. 

At this point in 
the season, with 
league play to begin 
this week, that’s all 
the Bulldogs and 
head coach Jesus 
Retano can hope 
for.

Vernonia struck 
first on a 9-yard pitch and catch 
from Gunnar Harral to Jake Pat-
ton. But rather than let up, Culver 
fought back with a touchdown of 
its own in the second quarter, on a 
Victor Torres 6-yard touchdown 
run. 

“For the most part, I believe the 
kids played well; they played their 
hearts out,” Retano said. “They 
got tested. When they got scored 
on ... they came right back and 
they were still in it. They were mo-
tivated. They didn’t come out flat.”

Bulldogs cut down on 
turnovers in loss at 
Vernonia; conference 
play begins this week

Improved 
Culver looks 
for first win 
of the year

BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

The Culver volleyball team isn’t 
thinking about its position as the 
No. 1-ranked team at the 2A classi-
fication. Instead, the Bulldogs let 
their play speak for itself, and so 
far this season, they’ve proven that, 
while replacing nearly half of last 
season’s roster, they still have the 
look of a contender.

Despite early success, 
Culver sees plenty of 
potential to get better

Bulldogs 
extend win 
streak to 14

BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

During the fourth quarter of a 
Sept. 15 football game in Madras, 
a player from Valley Catholic, 
while trying to make a tackle, was 
inadvertently struck in the head.

He remained down on the field 

as trainers from both teams went 
to check on him. 

Initial symptoms didn’t immedi-
ately reveal he had a concussion, 
but as people were about to help 
him to his feet, trainers sensed 
the injury was more serious. Af-
ter a nearly 30-minute stoppage of 
play, EMTs put the boy on a 
stretcher and an ambulance took 
him to a nearby hospital.

“They were just getting ready 
to get that young man up and to-
wards the sideline, when his con-
dition changed, to where an im-
mediate and automatic call for 
transport came,” said Madras 
Athletic Director Evan Brown.

For all high school sports — not 
just football — the presence of on-
site athletic trainers has become 
crucial to player safety. 

Prior to the 2017 fall season, nei-
ther Culver nor Madras High 
School had employed an athletic 
trainer, instead relying on their 
trained coaches to handle player 
injuries as they happened. But a 
coach’s expertise could only go so 
far. 

As it just so happened, the NFL 
Foundation launched a program 
known as the Athletic Trainer 
Grant, in 2016. The grant awards 

NFL grant helps Culver, 
Madras employ on-site 
athletic trainers at most 
practices, home games

A move toward safe play
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Thanks to the Center Foundation and Apex Physical Therapy, and helped by an NFL Foundation grant, Culver and Madras High 
now have an on-site athletic trainer present at most practices and home games since fall sports began. Teddi Reese (right), 
a native of Brewster, Washington, spends approximately 30 hours per week working at the two schools.

BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

Madras and Molalla had plenty to gain in 
their Tri-Valley Conference football opener 
Friday. 

Both teams entered the game with 1-2 re-
cords, and although each program found itself 
in different situations, a win to begin TVC play 
would have been a welcome sign.

Ultimately, the Molalla Indians were the 
ones walking away with a 27-12 road victory, 
feeling like their season may have just taken a 
pivotal turn. The White Buffalos, meanwhile, 
were brought back down to earth one week 
after an emotional win ended their 23-game 
losing streak.

The Buffs claimed the first points of the 

game in the second quarter when sophomore 
Treyvon Easterling broke loose for a 52-yard 
gain, before running in a touchdown from one 
yard out three plays later. From that point on, 
Molalla was the team in control, and Madras 
time and again was unable to get out of its own 
way.

The Buffs were in position to put more 
points on the board and give themselves a 
cushion, but were unable to do so. Costly pen-
alties and an out-of-sync passing game 
doomed them.

“We just flat out didn’t execute,” Madras 
head coach Kurt Taylor said. “They took ad-
vantage of it, and kudos to them and their 
players, especially, because they took it to us, 
and our boys didn’t know how to respond.”

Molalla began to find its offensive rhythm 
when quarterback Chase Jazdinski hit three 
different receivers, Silverio Lopez, Casey 
Brooks and Ben Pruitt, in successive plays, 
which put the Indians on the Buffs’ 10-yard 

White Buffalos score first, 
before Indians take control in 
the second quarter and win

Molalla outmuscles Madras in TVC opener
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Culver played defense with a purpose in a 
3-0 defeat of Pilot Rock last Thursday.

Molalla junior 
Jeff Larson (13) 
returns a kickoff 
in the second 
quarter after 
Madras scored 
first and took a 
6-0 lead. The 
Indians scored 
on their following 
two possessions 
and claimed a 
14-6 lead at 
halftime that 
they didn’t 
relinquish.

WILL DENNER/ 
MADRAS PIONEER

In only a matter of weeks, the Madras 
girls water polo team has gone from a 
group with too few players to compete, 
to one that has unassumingly begun 
the season without a true loss.

Excluding the girls’ first game of the 
season, which they ultimately had to 
forfeit to Bend, as a result of being one 
player short of a full team, Madras has 
started the season with three wins, 
against the likes of Redmond, Rid-
geview and Mountain View, and no 
losses.

Their latest, a 15-13, double overtime 
win over Mountain View at the Madras 
Aquatic Center, was the White Buffa-
los’ most dramatic to date.

Madras trailed Mountain View 6-9 at 

halftime, and with under two minutes 
remaining in the fourth quarter, still 
faced a three-goal deficit. 

A few defensive stops and counterat-
tacks later, however, the Buffs had tied 
the game 11 apiece heading into over-
time.

Ashlin Bostin scored two goals in the 
span of a minute, bringing Madras to 
within one goal, before Chloe Smith’s 
game-tying goal with 37 seconds left 
was enough to keep the game going.

In the three-minute overtime period, 
Mountain View scored first when the 
Cougars rebounded their own shot off 
the crossbar and scored. 

The Buffs responded when Jessa 
Hocker received a pass and put through 
a goal to tie it at 12. Madras then re-
gained possession, and called timeout 
with 16 seconds left.

The Buffs looked to find a good scor-

Madras girls beat Mountain 
View in double overtime; boys 
lose to defending state champs

Overtime thriller
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Madras goalie Any Rico (back) came up with a few timely saves in overtime to keep Mountain View at bay.
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Mule Deer Foundation 
seeks to start new 
Jeff. Co. chapter

The Mule Deer Founda-
tion is looking for a few 
good men and women to 
start a chapter in Jefferson 
County.

Ken Hand, a Klamath 
Falls resident and Oregon-
Northern Nevada regional 
director of the foundation, 
was in the area last week 
promoting the organiza-
tion and its impacts — and 
to try and get a local chap-
ter established.

The foundation mission 
is simple and clear: To en-
sure the conservation of 
mule deer and black-tailed 
deer and their habitat. 
Founded in 1988 and head-
quartered in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, the foundation 
has 12,000 members and 
hundreds of volunteers in 
88 chapters across the 
country. 

Hand said there is only 
six chapters in Oregon and 
about 650 active members. 
He’d like to see the sev-
enth chapter started in Jef-
ferson County.

A local chapter, noted 
Hand, would be tasked 
with holding one key fund-
raiser a year. Hand said 
the local chapter could re-
tail 30 percent of the net 
proceeds for a locally de-
termined use, as long as it 
went to improving or pro-
tecting the deer habitat.

For information on how 
to join the foundation, or to 
start a local chapter, con-
tact Hand at 541-281-2224, 
or email him at ken@mule-
deer.org. For more on the 
organization, check out 
www.muledeer.org.

Regional Finals Rodeo 
in Madras Sept. 30 - 
Oct. 1 seeks donations 
and sponsors 

The DMJ Cattle Co. and 
Jefferson County Fair 
Board are hoping to make 
Madras the permanent 
home of the Western State 
Regional Finals Rodeo.

The Western State Indi-
an Rodeo Association, 
comprising of Oregon, Ne-
vada, California and Idaho,   
normally holds its regional 
finals in Klamath Falls, but 
a last minute change of 
plans left the event with-
out a home this year.

Instead, the regional fi-
nals will be held at the Jef-
ferson County Fairgrounds 
Sept. 30 and Oct. 1.

To make Madras the per-
manent site for this event, 
the DMJ and fair board are 
seeking donations and 
sponsorships to help reach 
this goal.

People can call 541-410-
5704 for further informa-
tion. Contributions can be 
sent to the following ad-
dress:

DMJ
P.O. Box 431
Warm Springs, OR 97761

Mt. Bachelor season 
passes now on sale

W h i l e  h o t  s u m m e r 
weather continues across 
Central Oregon this week, 
winter is top of mind for 
Mt. Bachelor guests, as 
season passes are now 
available for the 2017-18 
winter ski and snowboard 
season. 

Mt. Bachelor will offer a 
variety of 2017-18 season 

pass options at different 
price points to keep skiing 
and snowboarding as ac-
cessible as possible to ev-
eryone. Passes are on sale 
now at www.mtbachelor.
com, with the lowest prices 
available to those who pur-
chase by Sept. 30.

Mt. Bachelor is the sixth 
largest ski resort in the 
U.S., offering 4,318 acres of 
lift-accessible terrain. 

The resort’s most popu-
lar pass, the adult full-sea-
son pass, which includes 
up to six months of unlim-
ited ski ing or  r iding 
throughout the U.S.’ sixth-
largest ski area and nine 
free days in Colorado, is 
priced at $949. In addition 
to the adult full-season 
pass, Mt. Bachelor will 
once again offer adult mid-
week ($649), Pure 30 ($599), 
12-day ($599) and four-day 
($239) passes. 

Pass prices for teens (13-
18) and youths (6-12) will 
remain unchanged from 
last year, at $329 and $219, 
respectively. Season pass-
es for children younger 
than age 6 remain $29.

“We’re happy to leave 
the price of kids and teen 
passes unchanged to bene-
fit our local families who 
want to enjoy the moun-
tain lifestyle together,” 
said John McLeod, Mt. 
Bachelor’s president and 
general manager.

The resort offers a pay-
ment plan for most pass 
types, allowing customers 
to order a winter pass for 
as little as $49 down. The 
ordering deadline for the 
payment plan option is 
Sept. 15, with equal pay-
ments of the balance due 
on Oct. 15 and Nov. 15.

New this winter, Mt. 
Bachelor’s full-season pass 
holders will receive three 
days of free skiing/riding 
at both Copper Mountain 
and Eldora, each owned by 
POWDR, a family-owned 
and operated adventure 
lifestyle company and Mt. 
Bachelor’s parent compa-
ny.  Pass holders can 
choose an additional three 
days at either Steamboat 
or Winter Park Resort, for 
a total of nine free days in 
Colorado.

“We’d love to see our 
pass holders enjoy a differ-
ent experience at our part-
ner resorts in addition to 
their many days at Mt. 
Bachelor,” said Drew Jack-
son, Mt. Bachelor’s direc-
tor of sales and marketing. 
“With these new Colorado 
perks, the Mt. Bachelor 
full-season pass is more 
valuable than ever.”

Another option for local 
pass holders is the MAX 
Pass, an add-on pass that 
allows for five days of ski-
ing/riding at each of 43 
participating North Ameri-
can ski resorts. Mt. Bache-
lor’s full season pass hold-
ers can enjoy the benefits 
of the MAX Pass for $329 if 
purchased in September.

COMMUNITYEVENTS

Victor Torres
CULVER FOOTBALL
Much of the Bulldogs’ offense ran 
through Torres last Friday against 
Vernonia. The junior rushed for 
150 yards and two touchdowns on 
31 carries.

MADRAS FOOTBALL
The senior defensive end was a 
nightmare for Molalla’s offensive line 
last Friday, as Manu racked up four 
sacks and six total tackles for loss.

Harrison Manu

Streak: Defense improves
Another undefeated week 

pushed Culver’s winning 
streak to 13, including two 
Columbia Basin Conference 
wins over Weston-McEwen 
and Pilot Rock at home, and 
on Saturday, a clean sweep of 
Oakridge, Days Creek and 
North Douglas earned the 
Bulldogs a championship in 
the McKenzie Tournament. 
They also haven’t lost a set in 
their last six outings.

Culver set the tone in its 
first match of the week, a 
marquee face off against 
Weston-McEwen, which de-
feated Culver last season at 
the 2A state tournament on 
its way to a title game win 
against Imbler. 

Culver owned the first set 
25-15, in which the final re-
sult appeared closer than the 
actual play on the court. 
Weston-McEwen rallied in 
the following two sets, mak-
ing Culver work much hard-
er for points, but ultimately 
the Bulldogs were victorious, 
25-22, 25-23.

The win over the No. 
5-ranked TigerScots carried 
over into Thursday, when Pi-
lot Rock came to town. Cul-
ver responded by playing its 
“best defense and servicing 
match” of the season, Culver 
head coach Randi Viggiano 
said. The Bulldogs won the 
first two sets 25-15, respec-
tively.

“We were flying all over 
the place,” she said. “Wheth-
er they were swinging, 
whether they were using off-

speed shots, we played a 
solid defensive game … it 
was awesome.”

Following the end of the 
second set, Viggiano chal-
lenged her team to match the 
defensive effort with a 
strong offensive closeout. 
The Bulldogs heeded her 
message. 

Between Rosi Olivera, 
Claire Bender and Margie 
Beeler combining for seven 
aces, Catylynn Duff and 
Maddie Miller hitting high 
percentages and also block-
ing shots in the middle, and 
Irma Retano digging out 
shots and making timely 
kills, the Bulldogs handled 
the Rockets 25-7 in the third 
to claim the match win.

Culver’s trip to McKenzie 
High Saturday also was a big 
statement, as it swept 
through Oakridge (25-17, 25-
17), Days Creek (25-8, 25-12), 
and in the championship 
North Douglas (25-11, 25-13, 
25-13), to earn its second 
tournament title on the sea-
son.

All combined for the day, 
Retano led Culver with 23 
kills and 22 digs. Miller had 
15 kills, Duff added 10 to go 
along with four blocks and 
six aces, and Bender also 
chipped in 10 kills. Beeler 
racked up 57 assists and 
Bridget Lopez held strong 
from her libero position with 
16 digs.

The Bulldogs’ list of early-
season accomplishments is 
lengthy, but ultimately, tro-
phies aren’t handed out in 
September. Viggiano said 

the only thing her team can 
do is get better. Once they 
take care of business in the 
regular season, only then 
will the Bulldogs start to 
look at their ranking and 
how it affects their standing 
in the postseason.

Certainly Culver sees 
plenty of room to grow, but 
the team is pleased overall 
with its early-season start, 
especially for those who are 
getting major varsity play-
ing time for the first time in 
their high school careers.

“This is my first year real-
ly being out on the court, and 
it’s cool knowing (we’re No. 
1), but we still got to stay on 
top, get better and not let 
up,” Olivera said.

While the Bulldogs have 
posted quality wins over the 
likes of Weston-McEwen and 
No. 2 Grant Union, Viggiano 
suspects those teams will be 
hungrier next time they 
meet. Culver will play 
Weston-McEwen on the road 
Oct. 5, and could easily face 
Grant Union again should 
both teams qualify for the 
state tournament. 

“I’m extremely proud and 
impressed with this team, 
but our mission is still, 
‘We’ve got to keep getting 
better,’” Viggiano said. “We 
still have a lot growth and a 
lot of shoes to fill … Although 
we’re ranked number one, 
other teams are continuing 
to get better and we got to 
match them week for week.”

After it faced Stanfield on 
Tuesday, Culver will play 
host to Heppner on Oct. 3.

■ From Page B1

Safe: Grants total $35,000

Torres scored again in the 
third quarter on a five-yard 
run, adding to his final line 
of 150 yards rushing on 31 
carries. When Culver is at 
its best offensively, it usu-
ally involves a heavy dose 
of Torres, who was tasked 
with replacing a talented 
all-purpose back from last 
season in Jaiden Jones.

“He’s filling the shoes 
pretty well,” Retano said. 
“He’s giving us another as-
pect of football ... If we keep 
running like that, it will 
make (quarterback) Jorge’s 
(Olivera) job to pass it a lot 
easier. He’s a key part of 
this offense and we just 
have to keep him working.”

The Bulldogs’ run-heavy 
attack was mostly success-
ful, and most encouraging, 
they only committed one 
turnover a week after they 
gave away the ball seven 
times against Santiam. That 
improvement allowed Cul-
ver to compete with Verno-
nia until late in the game.

“I told the kids turnovers 
were a huge difference 
when you look at the score,” 
Retano said. “You’re not 
supposed to win a game 
with seven turnovers, but at 
least we gave ourselves a 
better chance this week. I 
think they will be ready for 
league.”

While Culver’s chance at 
a win didn’t come to furi-
tion, the Bulldogs control 

their own fate as Columbia 
Basin Conference play be-
gins this week. Culver will 
play host to Stanfield (0-3), 
which finished runner-up in 
last year’s 2A state playoffs, 
but this season, like Culver, 
is still looking for its first 
win.

In fact, before the two oth-
er CBC teams, Heppner and 
Weston-McEwen, won last 
Friday, the four teams had a 
combined 0-11 record for the 
season.

For what it’s worth, those 
records indicate that any 
one of those four teams 
could claim the league title. 
The Bulldogs have that 
mindset, too.

Culver and Stanfield kick-
off Friday at 7 p.m.

■ From Page B1

Improved: Stanfield next

eligible high schools in Ari-
zona, Illinois Oklahoma and 
Oregon three-year funds to-
taling $35,000 to put towards 
an athletic training program.

Both Culver and Madras 
applied for and recieved 
grants from the NFL. With 
collaboration from Apex 
Physical Therapy in Madras, 
and the Center Foundation, 
which helps provide athletic 
trainers to Central Oregon 
high schools, the two schools 
now have an on-site athletic 
trainer at most practices and 
home events, and also has a 
trainer travel with the foot-
ball team to away games.

Since the fall sports began 
four weeks ago, athletic 
trainer Teddi Reese has 
spent approximately 30 
hours a week between both 
schools, while athletic train-
er Lynn Rigney also works 
part time in Culver.

Reese, 24, came to Madras 
after finishing her master’s 
degree at the University of 
Arkansas last spring. Since 
she grew up in Brewster, 
Washington, a small town in 
the central region of the 
state, and attended a high 
school without a trainer, Re-
ese sees the importance of 

getting on-site athletic train-
ers to more rural high 
schools.

“The coaches can focus on 
coaching and don’t have to 
worry about taping and inju-
ries ... it lets them do their job 
better because I’m able to 
help with all that stuff,” she 
said. “I know National Ath-
letic Association (is) trying 
to get more rural high 
schools athletic trainers. 
That’s kind of the big push, 
the big goal for the next few 
years, so we’re kind of at the 
start of it.”

Apex Physical Therapy al-
so made Reese’s hiring at 
Culver and Madras possible 
by filling out her schedule 
with a couple shifts at the 
clinic each week.

For the last 10 years Apex 
has been operating in Ma-
dras, co-owner and lead 
physical therapist Brock 
Monger offerred Culver and 
Madras athletes the oppo-
runity to come in for free in-
jury assessments. As an 
ATC, Monger also provided  
on-site training at Madras 
football games, and occas-
sionally basketball and wres-
tling events, but he said he 
could only cover so much as 
a volunteer, whereas many 
other schools had employed 

on-site trainers.
Although unable to cite 

specific numbers, Brown 
said Madras was one of the 
few schools in 4A to not have 
an athletic trainer. At the 2A 
level, meanwhile, Little said 
it is rare to see a trainer pres-
ent at away contests Culver 
plays in, outside of football 
and postseason events.

Before this year, in addi-
tion to coaching duties, Little 
had been tasked with taping 
all of his players before foot-
ball games, which could take 
up to an hour. When news of 
the NFL grant came out last 
year, it was a no-brainer for 
Culver to apply.

“I just saw it as an oppor-
tunity to move us forward,” 
Little said of the grant. “I 
don’t see why we can’t be 
running like the 6A schools 
and have full-time trainers 
and treat our kids just like 
every other kid in the state. 
That’s our number one fo-
cus, is their safety and well-
being.”

Brown said Madras is also 
grateful to have Reese on the 
sidelines, and believes her 
presence as a certified train-
er is reassuring to parents.

“I think we found the right 
person, and the right person 
found us,” he said. 

■ From Page B1

Detail
Full interior/exterior 

Reg. $250

$225

NOW!NOW!NOW!NOW!

Includes up to 6 quarts 
of oil and filter. Diesel 
and synthetic oil extra

Complete
Oil & Filter

Service
$3495

FREE
Multi-Point

Safety Inspection
PRESENT COUPON PRIOR TO SERVICE. EXP. 9-30-17. 

CANNOT COMBINE WITH OTHER OFFERS.

Brake
Special

Only$225
Per axle including 

machining rotors or drums

COUPON

A/C Service

1733 SW Hwy. 97 Madras • 541-475-7204

needed for your 
oil change!

No appointment

COUPON

Detail
COUPON

COUPON

PRESENT COUPON PRIOR TO SERVICE. EXP. 9-30-17. 
CANNOT COMBINE WITH OTHER OFFERS.

PRESENT COUPON PRIOR TO SERVICE. EXP. 9-30-17. 
CANNOT COMBINE WITH OTHER OFFERS.

PRESENT COUPON PRIOR TO SERVICE. EXP. 9-30-17. 
CANNOT COMBINE WITH OTHER OFFERS.

Only

www.tsandsfordmadras.com

ADDITIONAL COST
FOR COOLANT/FREON

Only

Only

$12995

$8995

Coolant Flush
— or —

Only
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BY WILL DENNER
Sports Editor

When a team holds an in-
surmountable lead, it is af-
forded the opportunity to 
have some fun on the pitch.

The Madras boys soccer 
team found themselves in 
that situation last Thursday 
at home, owning a 7-0 half-
time edge over an inexperi-
enced Estacada team that 
the White Buffalos were less 
concerned about scoring on, 
and more so, in the interest 
of sportsmanship, when they 
should ease up.

The large halftime lead al-
lowed Madras head coach 
Clark Jones to take out most 
starters, but one starter, se-
nior captain Antonio San-
chez, conspicuously re-
mained in to start the second 
half, and in a different posi-
tion than his usual spot on 
the White Buffalos’ back 
line.

Thursday also happened 
to be Sanchez’s 18th birth-
day, so Madras tweaked its 
lineup to put him in a posi-
tion to celebrate with a goal. 
Playing primarily as a for-
ward in the center of the 
field, the Buffs would not 
stop feeding Sanchez until 
he found the net. A few shots 
on goal were saved by Es-
tacada. But Sanchez put 
through a fourth attempt, 
thanks to Brandon Salgado’s 
through ball that found its 
way to him in front of the net 
with two defenders in the vi-

cinity. Madras eventually 
won 8-0, claiming its first win 
in Tri-Valley Conference 
play.

“It’s amazing … we’re a 
team here, and if it’s your 
birthday, then they will help 
you out,” Sanchez said. 
“We’re a family, so we try to 

develop that. I honestly am 
very grateful that my team 
helped me score for my 18th 
birthday, and it’s a fantastic 
thing they did for me. I really 
appreciate it.”

With the end result already 
finalized, Madras enjoyed a 
rare moment to set up a 

teammate, while also experi-
menting with players in dif-
ferent positions and younger 
substitutes coming in.

“He’s put in his time on de-
fense and is in the trenches 
all the time,” Jones said. 
“He’s always got a great atti-
tude; he’s a good communica-

tor; he’s a good peacemaker 
whenever that has to happen. 
For him to get a goal on his 
birthday, for me, is really a 
fun thing to do and very posi-
tive.”

The lead grew quickly after 
the opening whistle sounded, 
as Madras junior Andres 

Acuna scored three goals in 
the first 12 minutes of the 
game. One goal apiece from 
Jonathan Reynoso, Tyler 
Lockey, Uber Pineda and Sal-
gado gave the Buffs a com-
fortable margin going into 
halftime.

Thursday’s blowout  victo-
ry came two days after Ma-
dras played Molalla — a Tri-
Valley Conference opponent 
— to a 2-2 draw.

Madras ceded a goal to Mo-
lalla in the first two minutes 
of the game, and another in 
the second half, but on both 
occasions, the Buffs rallied to 
tie the game as Reynoso 
scored both Madras goals.

The result didn’t change 
either team’s fortune in the 
pursuit of a league title. For 
the Buffs, a convincing win 
over Estacada helped smooth 
over any lingering bad feel-
ings players had about not 
winning outright on Tues-
day.

“We weren’t at first, but I 
think now we’re OK with it,” 
Sanchez said of the Molalla 
game. “We’re gonna come 
back stronger, and I’m sure 
they are, too. But we’re going 
to find a way to surpass 
them. We’ll get it.”

Madras and Molalla will 
meet again Oct. 5, in Molalla 
— a game that could be piv-
otal in TVC standings and 4A 
rankings

Before that, however, Ma-
dras returns to action 
Wednesday at home against 
Corbett. 

White Buffalo boys continue strong play

WILL DENNER/MADRAS PIONEER

Madras has started its league slate with draws against Molalla and Gladstone, and an 8-0 blowout win over Estacada.

line. Jazdinski then threw to 
an uncovered Lopez for a 
10-yard touchdown, tying the 
game 6-6.

On the ensuing Madras 
drive, quarterback Liam 
White threw an interception 
to Molalla’s Brandon Palmer, 
which he returned to the 
Buffs’ 29-yard line. 

Lopez gained two yards on 
first down, then Jazdinski 
tried to air out a couple shots 
toward the end zone, but both 
fell incomplete. That brought 
up fourth down, when Jazdin-
ski, again looking down the 
left side of the field, completed 
a 26-yard pass to Palmer, who 
leapt above a Madras defend-
er for the snag. The pitch and 
catch jolted the Molalla side-
line, and also set up first and 
goal on the 1-yard line, where 
Jazdinski was able to score 
easily on a quarterback keep-
er.

Molalla could’ve folded af-
ter a discombobulated first 
quarter, but seized momen-

tum in the second quarter 
from its two scoring drives. 
The Indians’ 14-6 lead at half-
time was never relinquished 
in the remaining two quar-
ters.

“Especially in the (second) 
quarter, they scored right 
away,” Palmer said of the mo-
mentum shift. “You always 
got to keep your head up — 
our coaches always tell us 
that. You can’t look down at 
the ground, you got to keep it 
up.”

Yet for all the plays that 
could’ve broken the Buffs’ 
backs, they did not liex down. 
Madras forced a Molalla punt 
on its opening drive of the 
third quarter that Molalla 
downed at the Buffs’ 20-yard 
line. On their first play from 
scrimmage, White took the 
shotgun snap and handed off 
to Easterling — a familiar-
looking play — but this one 
had a clever wrinkle. 

Easterling faked as if he 
were going to run, then hand-
ed off to Robert Pacheco in the 
backfield. Thanks to the trick-

ery, and a particularly crucial 
seal block from Damon Bentz, 
Pacheco ran up the middle un-
touched for an 80-yard touch-
down.

“Their run game is a lot 
stronger than it used to be; 
they really run it hard,” Palm-
er said. “They’re a really good 
team; they’ve got a lot of big 
guys. Their running back 
(Easterling) is a hell of a guy, 
he’s really good too.”

Trailing 14-12, Madras opt-
ed to go for two, calling a run 
up the gut for Easterling, but 
officials ruled him short of 
the goal line. In the end, that 
sequence would prove to be 
the Buffs’ best chance to tie 
or reclaim a lead.

Madras found itself in 
somewhat uncharted territo-
ry, first playing with the lead, 
then still being close enough 
in the fourth quarter to come 
back and win.

“Now we’re (thinking), 

‘We’re still in this,’” Taylor 
said. “If you execute correct-
ly, we can probably win. They 
don’t know that feeling, and 
we got to teach them that 
feeling.”

Molalla marched down the 
field on its following posses-
sion, and found a running 
game to complement the aer-
ial attack and vice versa. 
Pruitt scored on a run with 
1:57 remaining in the third, 
but a failed extra point kept 
the game one possession, 20-
12. 

Playing from behind, the 
Buffs’ one-dimensional of-
fense became easier for Mo-
lalla to stop. Second and long 
became third and long, and 
although White and Madras 
receivers connected a few 
times, the passing game nev-
er fully got in rhythm.

“I feel like our quarterback 
and receivers just weren’t in 
the right mindset tonight,” 

said senior tight end Harri-
son Manu, who also racked 
up four sacks and six tackles 
for loss as a defensive line-
man. “We had some success 
running the ball, we had 
some good catches, but for 
the most part, I think we were 
just unprepared a little bit.

“It was more of a mental is-
sue. We just couldn’t execute 
correctly.”

Madras couldn’t muster 
any more points, and Molalla 
sealed the game when Jaz-
dinski again found Palmer in 
the end zone, this time from 
21 yards out with 3:49 remain-
ing in the fourth.

“This was a pivotal game,” 
Molalla head coach Tim Bak-
er said. “It could go one of 
two ways tonight. It looked a 
little dicey there into the sec-
ond quarter. But that’s where 

we started to jell. They start-
ed trusting each other and 
things just started clicking.”

Meanwhile, Madras was at-
tempting to squash a couple 
of streaks dating back to 2012: 
winning a league game, and 
putting together two straight 
victories, as a result of last 
week’s 19-7 win over Valley 
Catholic. 

The Buffs felt they had a 
golden opportunity to break 
both against Molalla, but af-
terwards, left the locker room 
with a bad taste.

“The best thing about to-
night is they’re pissed off,” 
Taylor said. “They’re angry, 
because they know they 
should’ve won that game.”

Next week, Madras will 
host Estacada (3-1, 1-0 TVC), 
which hung on to beat Crook 
County 34-20 on Friday.

Outmuscle: Penalties, miscues doom Madras
■ From Page B1

There’s no cost to you! 
CALL (855) 864-4711

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families fi nd 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

The support you need to fi nd quality 

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

! We’re paid by our partner communities

Thriller: Madras 
boys get behind early

Three games into its Tri-
Valley Conference schedule, 
the Madras girls soccer team 
has added two more 
shutouts.

After losing last Tuesday 
6-0 at Molalla, which was 
ranked No. 1 in 4A at the 
time, the Buffs played both 
Estacada and Gladstone to 
scoreless draws on Thurs-
day and Monday, respective-
ly.

But, unlike the clean sheet 
Madras posted Sept. 14 
against The Dalles, which 
largely came as a result of 
goalkeeper Cheydon Herk-
shan bailing out the Madras 
defense, the latest two shut-
outs have been team-wide 
efforts, particularly the back 
line of Kylie Borchert, Chloe 
Smith, Alesha Freeman and 
Kaliyah Iverson.

The most recent draw, 
Monday at home against No. 
4-ranked Gladstone, Madras 

held down its own half of the 
field, routinely clearing balls 
and challenging Gladstone 
players for possession.

“Our defense played su-
perb,” head coach Shawn 
Darrow said. “Cheydon had  
a couple of great saves, but 
defense was really the dif-
ference.”

The Buffs’ conservative 
approach is starting to pay 
dividends on defense, 
though their offense has 
struggled to create shots 
and scoring opporunities.

Monday’s contest also 
marked the third time in five 
games Madras has been un-
able to score a goal. But it 
wasn’t due to a lack of effort.

In the last two minutes, 
Madras just missed out on 
scoring what likely would’ve 
been the winning goal.

Erika Olivera took a shot 
that just went over the goal, 
and half a minute later, a 
Briseida Carlon shot hit the 
cross bar. The Buffs had to 
settle for a draw, but they 
were happy with the result.

Madras plays at Corbett 
on Wednesday at 4:15 p.m.

Madras girls open 
with one loss, two 
draws in TVC play

Buffs’ defense comes together

ing opportunity, but the 
Mountain View defense 
held. Nelly Matson’s shot 
near the buzzer went over 
the goal, forcing a second 
overtime period.

Madras scored the first 
two goals, giving the Buffs 
a 14-12 advantage that put 
Mountain View on its 
heels. 

Defensively,  Madras 
keeper Any Rico held her 
own, making three key 
saves in the period, which 
proved to be just enough to 
get Madras over the edge 
in an eventual 15-13 victo-
ry.

Boys dig a deep deficit 
against Mountain View

The Madras boys team 
faced its toughest oppo-
nent of the season, perhaps 
of the entire year, against 
Mountain View, which has 
won three of the last four 
5A boys state champion-

ships.
The game was a physical 

one from the opening whis-
tle. The Cougars scored at 
will early, and built a 10-0 
lead at the end of the first 
quarter.

Madras scored two goals 
with under a minute re-
maining in the second 
quarter, but still faced a 12-
2 score that was too much 
to overcome.

In the second half, the 
Madras offense was more 
active, scoring four goals, 
though Mountain View 
went on to win 21-6. 

Kyle Hartman and Tadd 
Anderson each scored 
twice for the Buffs, while 
Cylus Hoke and Grayson 
Dominguez chipped in one 
goal apiece.

Madras water polo trav-
eled to play Bend on the 
road Tuesday, and will 
have a week-and-half 
break before facing Red-
mond on Saturday, Oct. 7, 
at 10:30 a.m.

■ From Page B1

CONNER WILLIAMS/FOR THE PIONEER

Chloe Smith is one of several Madras players who have played stingy 
defense from the back line of late. Madras held Gladstone and Estacada 
without a goal, posting its third clean sheet in five games this season.
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CALENDAR

Sept. 27
Boys soccer

Madras vs. Corbett, 4 p.m.

Girls soccer
Madras at Corbett, 4:15 p.m.

Sept. 28
Volleyball

Madras at Molalla, 6 p.m.

Sept. 29
Football

Culver vs. Stanfield, 7 p.m.
Madras vs. Estacada, 7 p.m.

Sept. 30
Cross country

Culver, Madras at Kah-Nee-Ta 
Invitational, 11 a.m.

Volleyball
Madras at Junction City Invitational, 9 
a.m.

BOWLING

Results of Sept. 18 - 22 week
Madras Bowl

Tuesday Night Mixers
Team standings

Got Sand 7-1
Team 8 7-1
Dancing Beans 6-2
Freeloaders 6-2
Dufur Taxidermy  5-3
Team Toto 4-4
Team 2 4-4
David and Crew 4-4
Quartz Creek Ran 2-6
Madras Sanitary 12-6
Purple Saga Spa Pirates  0-8
Team 1 0-8

Individual scores
Men

High game: Dustin Williams 247, Joe 
Steller 246, Ray Shike 237
High series: Joe Steller 676, Dustin 
Williams 660, Ray Shike 615

Women

High game: Margie Tuckta 192, Cindy 
Dubisar 188, Lori Urbach 178
High series: Lori Urbach 517, Cindy 

Dubisar 512, Sandra Green 489

Wednesday Morning Sunshiners
Team standings

Pin Chasers 8-4
Late Bloomers 6-6
Want To Be 5-7
Pindroppers 5-7
Team 6 1-3
Team 7 0-4

Individual scores
Men

High game: Bill Kenyon 183, Wayne 
Jensen 167, Jo-Al Smith 155
High series: Bill Kenyon 505, Wayne 
Jensen 461, Jeff Lancaster 417

Women

High game: Marcha Feagin 211, 
Gretchen Halverson 182, Jan 
Ledbetter 132
High series: Gretchen Halverson 469, 
Marcha Feagin 466, Jan Ledbetter 
358

Wednesday Warmspring
Team standings

ATM Outfitters 37-20
Firebirds 34-23
Snows Cleaners 33-24
3N Livestock 30.5-26.5
New Basin Distillery  29.5-27.5
Hammer Time 4-4
ATM 2 4-4
Smith’s Trail Gift Shop 4-4
Wolfe Spirit 2-6
3N Livestock 12-6

Individual scores
Men

High game: Jerry Sampson 236, 
Kalani Kepaa 229, Ray Shike Jr. 225, 
Raymond Jones 225
High series: Alfredo\ Estimo Jr. 644, 
Ray Shike Jr. 629, OD Danzuka 627

Women

High game: Jolene Greene 212, Jenni 
Young 191, Sandra Danzuka 188
High series: Jenni Young 542, Sandra 
Danzuka 534, Jolene Greene 497

Thursday Night Keglers
Team standings

Warm Springs Composite 9-3
Liquid Aloha 9-3
D&D Realty 7.5-4.5
Perfect Storm 7-5
Middleton’s  7-5
Berg Air 7-5
Erickson’s 6-6
OK Bowlers 5.5-6.5
Muck Septic 5-7
Dig-A-Dee’z 4-8
Hometown Drug 2.5-9.5
TS&S 1.5-10.5

Individual scores
Men

High game: Kalani Kepaa 226, Larry 
Dobbs 214, Bob Jones 212
High series: Kalani Kepaa 592, Brad 
Donahue 552, Larry Dobbs 549
High handicap game: Bob Fender 
282, Louis Morales 276, Larry Dobbs 
263, David Fuentes 263
High handicap series: Louis Morales 
741, Emerson Miller 717, Bob Fender 
711

Women

High game: Tami Kepaa 167, Linda 
Brown 166, Darlene Widdicombe 165
High series: Tami Kepaa 472, Linda 
Brown 468, Darlene Widdicombe 437
High handicap game: Darlene 
Widdicombe 254, Linda Brown 249, 
Sandy Batey 248, Jenny Teague 248
High handicap series: Linda Brown 
717, Darlene Widdcombe 704, Tami 
Kepaa 688

Friday Night Mixers
Team standings

BB&B 7-1
Paul’s Honest Fir 5-3

Average Super He 5-3
Pink Ladies 3-5
Chief & Crew  3-5
3 Men & A Lady 1-7
Team 7 0-8
Team 8 0-8

Individual scores
Men

High game: Paul Picard 223, Tony 
Picard 211, Bill Kenyon 204
High series: Bill Kenyon 545, Tony 
Picard 542, Jesse Flores 540

Women

High game: Enola Flores 156, Diane 
Kenyon 154, Cassie Terrazas 149
High series: Diane Kenyon 429, Enola 
Flores 418, Cassie Terrazas 388

CROSS COUNTRY

Sept. 20
Skip Sparks XC Festival

 Hood River Valley High School 
Girls varsity 5,000 meters

Team scores
1. Hood River Valley, 34; 2. Estacada, 
68; 3. Trout Lake, 75; 4. Washougal, 
92; 5. Ridgefield, 92.

Top placers
1. Amelia Pullen, Washougal 20:11; 2. 
Hannah Funkhouser, Trout Lake, 
21:07; 3. Josephine Dickinson, Hood 
River Valley, 21:22;  

Culver results
Emma Knepp, 22:45; Hannah Orey, 
24:18; Lucy Potampa, 37:00.

Boys varsity 5,000 meters
Team scores

1. Washougal, 47; 2. Hood River 
Valley, 49; 3. Ridgefield, 58; 4. 
Goldendale, 104; 5. Estacada, 116.

Culver results
Chris Munoz 20:31; Hector Leal 
23:59.

Sept. 23
Three Course Challenge

Camp Rilea, Oregon
5,000 meters

Boys
Team scores

1. Clackamas, 173; 2. Auburn 
Riverside, 212; 3. Kentridge, 215; 4. 
Shorecrest, 260; 5. Enumclaw , 271; 
23. Madras, 581.

Madras results
Austin Charley, 19: 16 (Easy Dvision);  
Tyler Anderson, 21:08 (Hard); Genesis 
Lucei, 21:34 (Moderate); Israel Tapia, 
22:12 (Moderate); Hunter Ashwill, 
23:11 (Moderate); Stefaughn Jackson, 
24:38 (Hard).

Girls
Team scores

1. West Point Grey, 71; 2. Shorecrest, 
105; 3. Bend, 125; 4. Barlow, 163; 5. 
Clackamas, 173.

Madras results
Vanessa Culps, 21:08 (Easy);  
McKenzie Pattenaude, 24:54 (Easy);  
Jayden Davis, 27:59 (Moderate).

FOOTBALL

Sept. 22 
4A

Banks 27, TILLAMOOK 13 
SCAPPOOSE 49, Seaside 14
Astoria 28, VALLEY CATHOLIC 7
ESTACADA 34, Crook County 20
Molalla 27, MADRAS 12 
Douglas 56, SIUSLAW 13
NORTH BEND 54, Brookings-Harbor 0 
MARSHFIELD 34, South Umpqua 13
Stayton 30, PHILOMATH 28 
NORTH MARION 28, Newport 17
Cascade 43, YAMHILL-CARLTON 12
Junction City 31, SUTHERLIN 14 
Cottage Grove 41, ELMIRA 18
SWEET HOME 28, Sisters 8 
Henley 58, KLAMATH UNION 13 
NORTH VALLEY 41, Hidden Valley 17
Mazama 49, PHOENIX 14
La Grande 43, ONTARIO 38
Reedsport 20, CORBETT 0
Vale 34, BAKER 0

2A
MONROE / TRIANGLE LAKE 46, Lost 
River 7 
Enterprise 40, IMBLER 8
REGIS 19, Stanfield 8
Gaston 46, WALDPORT 0 
Elgin 60, RIDDLE 8 
SHERMAN 54, Pilot Rock / Nixyaawii 
14 
Oakridge [JV] 54, MOHAWK 8
HEPPNER 46, Toledo 6 
Weston-McEwen 17, UNION 0
Butte Falls / Crater Lake Char. Acad. 
62, NORTH LAKE 26 
OAKLAND 30, Kennedy 7 
VERNONIA 25, Culver 12
BONANZA 49, Crow 22 

SOCCER

Sept. 21
Boys soccer

Madras 8, Estacada 0

Girls soccer
Madras 0, Estacada 0

Sept. 25
Boys soccer

Madras 1, Gladstone 1

Girls soccer
Madras 0, Gladstone 0

VOLLEYBALL

Sept. 19
Culver 3, Weston-McEwen 0

Sept. 20
Corbett 3, Madras 0

Sept. 21
Culver 3, Pilot Rock 0

Sept. 23
Culver 2, Oakridge 0
Culver 2, Days Creek 0
Culver 3, North Douglas 0
Seaside 2, Madras 0

WATER POLO

Sept. 20
Boys

Mountain View 21, Madras 6

Girls
Madras 15, Mountain View 13 (2OT)

SCOREBOARD

Ellsbury continues to be an effective batter in the 
month of September, as he currently has a .361 
average in the month. The Yankees (87-69) have 
secured the top wild card spot in the American 
League, and are primed to make a run in the post-
season should they get past the Minnesota Twins 
in the AL wild-card game. Expect Ellsbury, who 
hasn’t missed a game since Aug. 31, to be a factor.

Season stats summary through Sept. 25
G     AB    R H TB 2B 3B  HR RBI BB SB AVG
108   342   62   91 140 20 4 7 39 40 21 .266

MORE HD CHANNELS,
FASTER INTERNET AND 
UNLIMITED VOICE.

Blazing fast Internet is available and can be yours with Spectrum Internet™ With speeds starting at 60 Mbps

 

SPECTRUM INTERNET™
AS LOW AS

$2999
/per mo.
for 12 mos
when bundled*

• Speeds up to 60Mbps
• Unlimited data – no data caps

125+ CHANNELS

UNLIMITED CALLING

UP TO 60MBPS

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

855-613-2321
*Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and Voice is $89.97/mo. for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Available Internet speeds 
may vary by address. WiFi: Equipment, activation and installation fees apply. Services subject to all applicable service terms and 
conditions, subject to change. Services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. All Rights Reserved. ©2017 Charter 
Communications.

$8997
/mo each
for 12 mos
when bundled*from

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAYTM

TV, INTERNET AND VOICE

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get the dental care you deserve
If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for 
about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to 
worry about

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash 
benefi ts you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no 
deductibles – you could get a checkup 
tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  
including cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…
even dentures

FREE Information Kit
1-877-599-0125
www.dental50plus.com/25

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us 
for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)  
6096C                                                                                                                               MB16-NM001Gc

*Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us 

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR
Imagine The Difference You Can MakeImagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

DONATE YOUR CAR
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

Madras Speedway
Results from Season Finale Race, Sept. 16

                                     Juniors 
No.          Name               Laps    Last Lap  Fastest Lap
99      Hunter Johnson         16   00:18.93   00:18.11
27      Tyler Pagel         16   00:19.02   00:18.70
24      Brice Croy         15   00:18.77   00.18.30
21      Samantha Packard    15   00:19.82   00:18.82
O3      Cyra Neilsen         15   00:20.30   00:19.34
96      Calista Johnson         10   00:30.09   00:30.09

  Sportsman 
No.       Name                  Laps    Last Lap  Fastest Lap
625    Allen Sheridan         25  00:17.63    00:17.33
5R     Ryan Johnson         25  00:17.68   00:17.23
33      George Stills         25  00:18.26   00:17.28 
OO     Bill Wild         25  00:18.05   00:17.43
24      Andrew Short         25  00:18.00     00:17.06
7        Abe Stills         25  00:20.15   00:17.14
22      Bill Costa         25  00:19.37    00:17.04 
777    Lance Handsaker       24  00:20.83   00:18.42  
44      John Moser         24  00:20.64   00:18.68      
29      Robby Ulam         24  00.19.04   00:18.20      
49      Zachary Dendy         23  00.21.24   00:19.86     
89      Chandler Dendy        23  00:20.68   00:19.95     
187    JR Lent         23  00:22.95   00:19.06            
50      Brad Carpenter         22  00:17.54   00:17.25
6        Phil Richardson        12  00:19.55   00:18.90

OOx    Dillon Solum          8  00:18.27   00:17.82
                                  Mini Trucks 
No.       Name                    Laps  Last Lap   Fastest Lap
42K     Cole Newman          20   00.19.00   00.18.46
27h      Joe Hughes          20   00.19.18   00.18.93
92       Greg Prewitt          20   00.18.88   00.18.46       
188     Jim Alexander          20   00.19.31    00.18.34 
10       Kenny Wollam          20   00.19.12   00.18.99  
66       Jimmy Alexander      20   00.19.41   00.18.42
177     Chyenne McDonald   20   00.19.62   00.19.41
3         Justin Berry          20   00.20.87   00.20.09       
53       Niki Keller          16   00.23.79   00.22.66        
777     Tiffany Towns          15   00.24.58   00.19.96  
387     Chance Hyser          12   00.21.59   00.18.67
54       Chris Patterson        10   00.20.31   00.19.65  
588     Chad Christensen      10   00.22.03   00.19.94

              PHRA Dwarf Cars 
No.      Name                  Laps     Last Lap   Fastest Lap
86      Doug McVae         25   00.17.82   00.17.31
9        Ryan Martinez         25   00.18.01   00.17.57       
33      Andy Lemons         25   00.19.37   00.17.72       
89c    Henry Corbin II         25   00.18.40   00.17.20    
2o      Brandon Ross         25   00.18.63   00.18.07
4z      Mikie Clark         25   00.18.69   00.18.10
75      Leo Ward         25   00.18.45   00.18.29
75      Anthony Pope         25   00.19.26   00.17.80    
99      Jim Pavel         25   00.19.09   00.18.77 
15k    Keith Steinslid         25   00.19.16   00.18.53 

90z    Henry Corbin III         22   00.19.43   00.18.16 
88      Josh Rogers         20   00.24.25   00.19.92 
18k     Jackson Noel          14   00.22.85   00.19.54 
17       Max White         12   00.21.95   00.19.62 
8w      Jason Fike          7   00.23.68   00.19.48 

                                    Modifieds 
No.          Name               Laps    Last Lap   Fastest Lap
24      Shane Mills         16   00.17.29   00.16.65 
12      BJ Wild         16   00.17.25   00.16.82 
72      Kylee Pagel         15   00.18.06   00.17.87 

Madras Drag Strip
Results from Nostalgia Drags, Sept. 16

 
Sportsman

Winner: Chuck Ziegler, The Dalles, ‘84 Olds. 
Runner-up: Vicki McKelvy, Madras, ‘73 Camaro.

Pro
Winner: David Rockwood, Prineville, ‘70 Javelin. 
Runner-up: Tim McDaniel, Lebanon, ’57 Studebaker pick-
up.
 

SuperPro
Winner: Ken Sweo, Oregon City, ‘72 Mercury. 
Runner-up: Brian Johnson, Redmond, ‘76 Camaro

Roadster/Dragster

Winner: Doug Gray, Powell Butte, ‘40 Willys Roadster. 
Runner-up: Mike Thomas, Molalla, ‘31 Ford Roadster.

Shifter
Winner: Dick Aruold, Washougal, Wash., ‘67 Camaro.
Runner-up: Gerald Tucker, Antelope, ’69 GTO. 

Results from Sept. 17

Sportsman
Winner: Elden Eurto, Madras, ‘73 El Camino.
Runner-up: Jimmy Hereford, Battle Ground, Wash., ‘64 
Galaxie 500.

Pro
Winner: Greg Hereford, Vancouver, Wash., ‘72 Vega.
Runner-up: Rick Froehlich, Redmond, ‘57 Chevy.
 

SuperPro
Winner: Loy Petersen, Madras, ‘79 Malibu. 
Runner-up: David Regnier, Bend, ‘66 Nova.

Roadster/Dragster
Winner: Steve Canton, Boring, ‘48 Fiat Topalino. 
Runner-up: Ed Prenevost, La Pine, ‘27 Ford.

Shifter
Winner: Gerald Tucker, Antelope, ‘69 GTO
Runner-up: Jim Piper, Bend, ‘67 Chevy pickup. 

RACING RESULTS



PAGE A6

B10  madraspioneer.com   541-475-2275   Wednesday, September 27, 2017     Madras Pioneer

WANTED

We need men and women that are interested
in ensuring the conservation of mule deer
and black -tailed deer and their habitat.

CALL KEN HAND - 541.281.2224 cell/text
email - ken@muledeer.org

check out www.muledeer.org

HAVE FUN AND MEET NEW FRIENDS!

LOCAL JEFFERSON COUNTY
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Hunting Safety

• Tell someone where you will be hunting.

• Avoid outings alone. If you go alone, be careful
   and hunt in familiar areas. Check the weather
   forecast before going into the woods.

• Dress properly and be prepared for the worst
   possible conditions. Protect against hypothermia.

• Identify your tar• Identify your target before shooting.

• Check hunting equipment before and after each outing,
   and maintain it properly. Familiarize yourself with its
   operations before using it in the  eld.

Always wear blaze orange to be
highly visible to other hunters.

The 2017 Oregon Big Game 
Hunting Outlook, reprinted 

with permission from the Or-
egon Department of Fish and 

Wildlife.
The winter of 2016–2017 

was one for the books. In 
parts of Oregon’s Blue Moun-
tains, it was the fourth-most 
severe winter on record in 
terms of days of snow and 
daily temperatures. ODFW 
observed higher than normal 
mortality in deer and prong-
horn herds in Baker, north-
ern Harney and Malheur 
counties, and some parts of 
Union County, which led to 
emergency tag reductions in 
these fall 2017 hunts. Hunters 
in these units should expect 
to see fewer yearling animals 
(spikes and 2-points) this fall.

Despite the winter, in most 
areas of Eastern Oregon, 
deer and elk survival was at 
or slightly below average. 
Plus, winter’s snow provided 
the moisture for a spring 
green-up and increased for-
age production when the 
weather finally warmed up, 
which should provide some 
long-term benefits to wildlife.

It could also change typical 
hunting techniques early in 
the season for archery hunt-
ers in the desert region. 
“There is a lot of water on the 
desert and forage is as good 
as it will ever get,” said Lake 
County wildlife biologist 
Craig Foster about conditions 
in August. “There are many 
water sources available now 
so big game are dispersed 
and don’t have to use a wa-
terhole with a blind on it. My 
advice is if you get a shot op-
portunity, take it, as there 
may not be another one.”

In Western Oregon, the 
winter was also generally 
colder and wetter than nor-
mal. Several areas set record 
monthly moisture amounts. 
Winter conditions also stuck 
around much later than in re-
cent years. Deer and elk sur-
vival rates were also at or 
slightly below the five-year 
average in western Oregon.

Unfortunately, the state’s 
wet weather did not continue 
into the summer. Most places 
are currently very dry—
which is typical for the start 
of fall hunting seasons. Sev-
eral large fires are burning, 
which will create great big 
game habitat in the years to 
come. However, in the short 
term, hunters are advised to 
concentrate their efforts else-
where and stay out of the 
very recently burned areas.

Crook District (Maury, Ochoco, 
Grizzly)

Deer: Buck ratios remain 
above management objective 
(MO) for the Maury and 
Ochoco units and below MO 
in the Grizzly unit, with a 
district-wide average of 19 
bucks per 100 does. 

Last year’s severe winter 
took a toll on fawn numbers, 
reducing over-winter fawn 
survival rates 30 percent 
across the district. As a re-
sult, there will be fewer year-
ling bucks available for har-
vest. Spring and summer 
conditions have been great, 
with the heavy snowpack 
leading to plenty of water 
available on the landscape. 
Hunter harvest of deer last 
fall was about average 
throughout the district. 
Throughout the district, deer 
populations continue to be 
lower than management ob-
jectives due to habitat loss 

and disturbance, poaching, 
predation, disease, and road 
kill.

Archery hunters are re-
minded that the Maury unit 
is now a controlled deer ar-
chery unit requiring archers 
to possess a controlled entry 
buck tag. Hunters can expect 
to see larger, older age class 
bucks as a result of these tag 
reductions. Reminder to pick 
up a motor vehicle use map 
for the Ochoco and Deschutes 
National Forests so you know 
what’s open vs. closed. 

Elk: Populations and bull 
ratios are at or just below 
management objectives in all 
three units. Hunter harvest 
last fall was about average 
throughout the district. Calf 
ratios took a bit of a dip due 
to the severity of last winter, 
which is to be expected. The 
abundance of water on the 
landscape this spring and 
summer has been great for 
wildlife. Elk are in good body 
condition and highly mobile 
across their range. Depend-
ing on weather conditions, 
hunters should expect to find 
elk on north-facing and moist 
drainages and high eleva-
tions during archery season 
and more scattered during 
rifle seasons. Typically, elk 
hunting improves as you get 
further away from open 
roads. Reminder: Elk bow 
hunters must now have a 
controlled Maury Unit bull 
tag to hunt elk in the Maury 
Unit. 

The Maury and Ochoco 
units offer the best opportu-
nities for bagging an animal 
on public land, while the 
Grizzly unit is mostly private 
land where access can be dif-
ficult. Ochoco unit rifle hunt-
ers are reminded the Rager 
and South Boundary TMA 
motorized vehicle restric-
tions will be in effect. Maps of 
those areas are available on 
ODFW’s website and from 
ODFW and Ochoco National 
Forest offices, as well as sign-
boards as you enter the 
TMA’s. A majority of public 
land cow elk tags have been 
eliminated in the Ochoco unit 

due to declining elk popula-
tions on national forests. Pri-
vate land hunts for the Ocho-
co unit are intended to in-
crease elk use on the national 
forest and eliminate elk stay-
ing on private land through-
out the seasons. 

Deschutes District (Upper De-
schutes, Paulina, North Wag-
ontier, Northwest Fort Rock, 
Metolius)

Deer: There should be de-
cent numbers of both mature 
and yearling bucks available 
in most units relative to the 
population size. Tough win-
ter conditions resulted in a 
drop in over-winter survival. 
Spring fawn ratios are down 
district wide with a ratio of 27 
fawns per 100 does. Buck ra-
tios are near, or above, man-
agement objective district 
wide with a ratio of 18 bucks 
per 100 does. Last year, both 
rifle and archery harvest was 
average. Heavy winter pre-
cipitation resulted in more 
dispersed available water 
that should help distribute 
wildlife throughout the dis-
trict. 

Elk: Relative to the number 
of elk, branch antlered bull 
opportunity will be decent in 
the Paulina and East Fort 
Rock units. Herds are at rela-
tively low densities and cover 
a lot of country, so hunter 
success is typically low.

Elk numbers continue to 
grow slowly in the Cascade 
units. The Upper Deschutes, 
Metolius and West Fort Rock 
units are managed under the 
general season ‘Cascade’ 
hunt. Elk densities are mod-
erate, but hunter densities 
are high in the roaded por-
tions of the Cascade units. 
For solitude, seek more re-
mote wilderness and road-
less areas in the Cascades.

Elk numbers in the North 
Wagontire (High Desert 
hunts) are quite variable due 
to large movements these 
animals make. The elk are 
most consistent in their daily 
patterns near alfalfa fields. 
Hunters are advised to select 
their target animal carefully 

when elk are in open country 
in large herds to avoid 
wounding or hitting multiple 
animals.

Grant District (Murders Creek, 
Northside, Desolation)

While the Grant District 
experienced a harsher winter 
than past years, deer and elk 
populations fared well. 
Throughout the summer, the 
area saw prolonged tempera-
tures above 90 degrees so 
animals will be attracted to 
green forage on north slopes, 
springs and wet meadows. 

Deer: Although deer popu-
lations remain below man-
agement objectives in all 
units, we have seen a slight 
increase over the past 5-6 
years. Mild winters and rela-
tively good fawn ratios have 
contributed to this increase. 
Good buck ratios were ob-
served last fall with a good 
proportion of mature bucks. 
However, spring fawn ratios 
were a little lower than de-
sired which is likely due to 
last year’s dry summer and 
harder over-winter condi-
tions. The lower fawn ratio 
will cause a slight decrease in 
yearling bucks available for 
harvest this year. Last year, 
archery and rifle hunters had 
average success and we ex-
pect to have similar results 
this year. 

Deer hunters should look 
for areas where fire has oc-
curred in past 5-15 years as 
deer tend to favor vegetation 
that occurs following fires. 
The Shake Table Fire on Al-
drich Mountain is starting to 
show signs of increasing deer 
and may be a good place to 
find a buck. 

Elk: Hunting prospects are 
average for the district. Elk 
populations are steady or in-
creasing in most of the dis-
trict and above management 
objective in all units except 
Beulah. We have had reason-
able calf ratios and good bull 
ratios in most of the district. 
Archery season in Desolation 
is now either-sex for elk rath-
er than bull only. 

Elk hunters should focus 

on areas with no open roads 
as elk tend to move away 
from traveled roads during 
hunting seasons. 

Harney District (Silvies, Mal-
heur River, Steens Mountain, 
Juniper, portions of Beatys 
Butte, Wagontire and White-
horse)

Deer and Elk: Habitat con-
ditions are generally good 
and abundant water sources 
this year should disperse 
game populations more wide-
ly. The risk of wildfire re-
mains a concern. Most of the 
large scale mega fires in our 
area occurred in 2012. Wild-
life and hunters have been 
able to adapt by using differ-
ent areas and pockets of ar-
eas within those fire bound-
aries that have started to re-
cover.

Deer and elk populations 
are stable to increasing in 
most portions of the Harney 
District.  Multiple efforts to 
improve habitat conditions 
and remove predators have 
contributed to this. The Mal-
heur River Unit experienced 
some unusually high winter 
kill due to the heavy snow 
pack and prolonged cold tem-
peratures. In response to 
that, biologist reduced deer 
tags by 35%. That was the 
only wildlife management 
unit in the Harney district 
that had an emergency tag 
reduction. Hunting prospects 
are good for our other units; 
there are plenty of animals 
available for harvest for all 
seasons and weapon choices.

All Harney units are cur-
rently below population man-
agement objective (MO) for 
deer although the district is 
seeing an increasing trend in 
most units over the past 6-7 
years. But all units are above 
buck ratio MO for deer. They 
are also above both bull ratio 
and population objectives for 
elk. 

Statistics are becoming 
more reliable since the imple-
mentation of mandatory re-
porting surveys, and they 
show harvest remains stable. 

Hunters need to have good 

maps of the area and are en-
couraged to visit the county 
website for maps (www.co.
harney.or.us/huntmaps.ht-
ml.) Make some scouting 
trips and contact the local 
biologist to discuss more spe-
cifics once you have a better 
idea of the lay of the land. 

Lake District (Warner, Inter-
state, Silver Lake, southern 
portions of Beatys Butte, Fort 
Rock and Wagontire)

Deer and Elk: With good 
winter precipitation and a 
wet spring, water availabili-
ty is much improved over 
last year. In forested units, 
unless there are fall rains, 
deer will use areas with an 
abundant shrub component 
in the understory as this will 
be the only vegetation with 
any forage value. In desert 
units, focus on mountain 
shrub habitats within a few 
miles of water.

Deer populations have 
been consistent over the past 
few years. Hunting prospects 
should be fair to good as all 
units are above management 
objectives for buck ratios. 
Deer fawn ratios in the 
spring were in the high teens 
or low 20s which is below av-
erage and will affect hunter 
success on younger age 
bucks. Last season, hunter 
success was generally aver-
age. Fort Rock continues to 
have low hunter success for 
the number of deer that sum-
mer in the unit, but hunter 
success and satisfaction was 
good in all other units.

Fire activity has been mod-
erate this year with a variety 
of small fires (less than 1000 
acres) and only one large fire 
near Wagontire Mountain. 
The Barry Point Fire of 2012 
has a lot of young shrubs and 
is providing some good deer 
habitat. 

Some suggested areas to 
hunt for hunters less familiar 
with the district:

Beatys Butte: Focus on the 
high elevations with moun-
tain shrub communities

Warner: For both North 
and South the forested habi-
tats have more deer, and 
therefore more bucks, than 
the desert habitats. If you 
want to hunt the desert units 
there is a lot of private land 
mixed in with the BLM prop-
erties which also makes 
hunting these areas a chal-
lenge.

Interstate: Hunt any of the 
wildfire areas which are pre-
dominately south of High-
way 140. North of 140, the 
edges between private tim-
berlands and USFS proper-
ties are good spots to check; 
these areas generally have 
high quality feed on the pri-
vate timber properties and 
good cover on the Forest 
properties.

Silver Lake: The Tool Box 
Wildfire Complex of 2004 is 
still providing quality shrub 
habitat and good deer num-
bers. If we don’t get fall rains 
outside the fire area, any of 
the timbered vegetation as-
sociated with shrubs in the 
understory will hold deer.

Fort Rock: Natural open-
ings or old clear cuts with 
shrubs in the understory are 
going to be the most produc-
tive.

For complete hunting in-
formation in the rest of the 
state go to the ODFW web-
site at www.dfw.state.or.us/
RR/hunting_forecast/big_
game_forecast_east.asp.

Deer, elk numbers about average for the season 

JEFFREY PHILLIPS FREEMAN/CREATIVE COMMONS PHOTO

Oregon experienced a severe winter during the 2016-17 season, though elk and deer survival was at or slightly below average in the state.

Hunting Forecast 2017
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still.lifetaxidermy@icloud.com

The Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlfie is mon-
itoring about 20 areas of 
known wolf activity, mostly 
in Northeast Oregon and 
several in Southwest Ore-
gon. Wolves may also occur 
in Central Oregon and the 
Cascades. 

Wolves remain on the 
federal ESA west of Hwys. 
395-78-95. In the rest of 
Eastern Oregon, wolves re-
main protected under the 
state’s Wolf Management 
Plan and no take is allowed, 
except in defense of human 
life or by livestock produc-
ers in certain situations in 
the eastern third of Oregon.

Oregon has not seen any 
conflict or human safety 
problems between people 
and wolves, but refer to the 
ODFW Wolf  webpage 
( w w w . d f w . s t a T e . o r . u s /
wolves/) for some tips on 
how to avoid problems. 

There is also information 
on recognizing wolf sign, 
differentiating between 
wolves vs. coyotes and pro-
tecting dogs from wolves.

ODFW appreciates any 
information about wolf 
sightings or encounters 
from hunters. Use the on-

line wolf reporting form to 
share that information with 
wildlife managers.

ODFW is closely watch-
ing both wolf and big game 
populations. ODFW has not 

seen negative impacts from 
wolves requiring big game 
hunting tags to be reduced.

Besides annual surveys of 
wolves and big game, OSU 
and ODFW are working to-

gether on a wolf-cougar re-
search project looking at 
competitive interactions and 
prey selection between 
wolves and cougars in the 
Mount Emily unit.

Redmond 541-548-2144
1-800-924-8736
PO Box 846 • Redmond, Oregon 97756

Wolves protected 
under Oregon’s 
Wolf Management 
Plan, except in the 
defense of human 
life or livestock

Wolves remain in Oregon

Baker District (Sumpter, Keating, Pine 
Creek, Lookout Mountain)

Bear and cougar hunting should be 
good this year. The fall season started 
off well with the office checking in sev-
eral bears during the first week of the 
season. Huckleberry production was 
good this year. Hunt for bears in high 
elevation open areas with the most ber-
ries. Fall bear hunters have best suc-
cess in higher elevation areas of the 
Keating and Pine Creek units on the 
Wallowa Whitman National Forest.

Find cougars just about anywhere; 
remember to carry a tag.

Crook District (Maury, Ochoco, Grizzly)
Bear and cougar populations appear 

to be stable, with low population den-
sity and harvest reported for bear, and 
better opportunities for cougar. Good 
quality bear habitat is limited, with the 
better areas being in the northern por-
tions of the Ochoco Unit, and on the 
Lookout Mountain and Paulina ranger 
districts of the Ochoco National Forest.

Cougars are more widely dispersed 
throughout all three units and gener-
ally will be associated with deer, elk, or 
pronghorn. Using calls during the win-
ter, when game populations are con-
centrated on winter range, has been 
effective for some hunters. Areas to 
consider scouting include: Maury 
Mountains, Salt Creek and S.F. Crooked 
River (Maury unit); Lookout Mountain, 
upper Bridge Creek and South Fork 
John Day River (Ochoco); and Mill 
Creek and Green Mountain (Grizzly).

Deschutes District (Upper Deschutes, 
Paulina, north Wagontire, north Fort 
Rock, Metolious)

Bear populations are stable in the 
district but due to limited suitable hab-
itat, bear numbers are lower here than 
in other portions of the state. Highest 
bear densities are west of Highway 97 
at the higher elevations. The district is 
getting reports of good berry crops and 
abundant food at these higher eleva-
tions.

Cougar populations are healthy due 
to relatively abundant prey and low 
mortality. Cougars can be found 
throughout the district, but will be 
easier to locate once there is snow on 
the ground and tracking conditions im-
prove. In particular, cougar numbers 
appear to be increasing at a faster rate 
in the Paulina unit than in adjacent 
units.

Grant District (Murderers Creek, North-
side, Desolation, southeast Heppner, 
northwest Beulah)

Bear populations appear to be stable 
and hunting should be similar to past 
years. Look for bears around huckle-
berry patches in mid-August and our 
old orchards in mid-September. The 
fruit crop appears to be good because 
of the mild conditions. An exception is 
areas burned in last year’s Canyon 
Creek Fire.

Cougar populations appear to be in-
creasing slightly and hunters are en-
couraged to have a tag while out hunt-
ing other big game species, as that is 
where most harvest occurs. If using 
calls, remember cougars respond slow-
er than coyotes and be prepared to 
spend more time.

Harney District (Silvies, Malheur River, 
Steens Mountain, Juniper, portions of 
Beatys Butte and Wagontire)

Harvest rates for both bear and cou-
gar have been stable over the past five 
years. Always carry a tag, even for 
bear, just in case you come across one. 
For cougar, focus on concentrations of 
prey species which usually attracts 
predators.

Heppner District (Morrow, Gilliam and 
Wheeler counties /Heppner, Fossil, East 
Biggs, southern Columbia Basin)

Hunters are still seeing plenty of 
cougars in the Heppner District so 
there is opportunity for hunters to har-
vest an animal. The district has low 
densities of bears throughout the en-
tire forested portion of the district, but 
they can be encountered by deer and 
elk hunters, so carry a tag.

Klamath District (Keno, Klamath Falls, 
Sprague, SW portion of Ft. Rock, West 
portion of Silver Lake, West Interstate)

The Cascade Mountains region of 
the Klamath District has traditionally 
provided the most opportunity for bear 
hunters in the area, though an increas-
ing trend in harvest in the Interstate 
Unit has been observed in recent 
years. Hunters are reminded to pur-
chase bear and cougar tags prior to 
opening day of buck season.

Though cougar populations appear 
stable, harvest in the units is generally 
low. Harvest of cougars is generally 
incidental to deer and elk hunting and 
is evenly distributed throughout the 
district. Focused cougar hunting ef-
forts are most successful later in the 
year after low-elevation snow events 
when tracks can be observed.

Lake District (Warner, Interstate, Silver 
Lake, southern portions of Beatys Butte, 
Fort Rock and Wagontire)

Bear numbers are up throughout the 
forested units, but still lower than oth-
er, more timbered portions of the state. 
People focusing on bear generally have 
the best success finding an area with 
fresh sign, then calling. The berry crop 
is good this year and bears should be 
using berry producing shrubs through 
September.

Cougar populations have been 

slightly increasing for many years, 
though administrative removal efforts 
designed to boost mule deer produc-
tion have reduced population growth 
rates in the district. Harvest has been 
stable over the past 3-5 years, largely 
because most cougar harvest is inci-
dental to other outdoor pursuits. Re-
member to carry a tag.

Malheur District (Whitehorse, Owyhee 
and Beulah Units)

Bear habitat is very limited in this 
district. Cougar populations are 
healthy and distributed throughout 
the district in any area with a big game 
prey base. Cougar hunting is best fol-
lowing low-elevation snow events 
when cougar tracks can be observed.

Mid-Columbia District (Hood, White Riv-
er, Maupin, West Biggs)

Both bear and cougar populations 
are abundant in the White River and 
Hood units. Cougars are often ob-
served moving throughout the can-
yons of the Deschutes and John Day 
River systems, as well as on White 
River Wildlife Area later in the fall as 
deer and elk migrate in from high ele-
vation. Predator calling and locating a 
fresh kill are great strategies. Bear 
hunters should focus on clearcuts or 
natural openings in the forest, espe-
cially those with good berry or acorn 
crops.

Union District (Starkey, Ukiah, Catherine 
Creek)

Bear and cougar numbers are strong 
in all units. Cougar harvest has been 
down for the past few years but hunt-
ers still have a good chance of finding a 
cougar while calling or hunting for 
other big game. Look for cougar sign on 
ridge tops in areas of high elk use.

Bear harvest has been consistent 
over the past several years. Hawthorns 
are heavy with fruit heading into Sep-
tember. Look for bears in the creek bot-
toms and valleys, feeding on Hawthorn 
berries and other fruits. Road closure 
areas within the Catherine Creek and 
Starkey units will provide good walk-
in access to bear habitat.

Abundance of bears, cougars

JIM MARTIN/CREATIVE COMMONS PHOTO

Save for a few counties, bear populations appear to be stable throughout the state.

Back in 2009, ODFW made 
the commitment to try to do 
something about Oregon’s 
declining mule deer popula-
tions. It’s a problem across 
the West, blamed on many 
factors: habitat, predation, 
changing weather patterns, 
disturbance from ATV’s and 
poaching.

ODFW chose five units to 
focus on — Heppner, Mur-
derers Creek, Maury, Steens 
Mountain, Warner — and 
called together local sports-
men, private landowners 
and natural resource agency 
personnel to develop a plan 
for each unit.

The cooperation contin-
ued once work began. “The 
most amazing thing about 
MDI was the cooperation we 
got. Federal land agencies, 
county governments, pri-
vate landowners, sportsman 
organizations like the Mule 
Deer Foundation and every-
one got on board,” said Craig 
Foster, district wildlife biolo-
gist in Lake County for the 
Warner Unit. “The very fact 
that ODFW made mule deer 
a priority got a whole bunch 
of people involved. We lever-
aged that to do good things 
for deer.”

Warner Mule Deer
• Habitat work: Within 

MDI units, more than 266,000 
acres of habitat were treated 
for a cost of more than $18 
million (87 percent of those 
funds came from coopera-
tors, including from work 
benefiting threatened sage 
grouse). See the table for 
more information. Natural 
resource agencies like USDA 
National Resource Conser-
vation Service, U.S. Forest 
Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management were 
large contributors to habitat 
work, improving more than 
195,000 acres and contribut-
ing more than $12.7 million 
in habitat work.

• Predator control: ODFW 
saw elk calf survival recruit-
ment rates roughly double 
after cougar target areas in 
Heppner and Ukiah, and 
hoped to repeat this success 
for mule deer in Warner and 
Steens Mountain. ODFW re-
moved 28 cougars in Warner 
and 60 in Steens. This 
amount did not meet original 
targets (56 for Warner, 80 for 
Steens) as cougars become 
more difficult to catch as 
their populations declined. 
Mild weather also added to 
the challenge. While ODFW 
did not detect an increase in 
overall mule deer numbers 
in Warner and Steens, hunt-
er success rates climbed, 
more mature bucks were 
taken and post-season buck 
ratios improved.

• Regulation, TMAs, en-
forcement, disease: MDI ef-

forts included increased OSP 
enforcement in all MDI units; 
seasonal closures of the 
Schneider Wildlife Area to 
reduce disturbance to win-
tering mule deer in Murder-
ers Creek; reduced tags in 
Warner and Maury; con-
trolled archery seasons in 
Warner, Maury and Steens.

• New survey method: 
When the MDI effort was 
started, ODFW recognized 
that its traditional “trend” 
population surveys, which 
looked at the same route 
each winter, were not accu-
rate enough to measure a 
change in deer populations. 
As part of MDI efforts, the 
department implemented a 
more rigorous, statistically-
based method called quadrat 
sampling. The method in-
volves flying all deer winter 
range in a unit and then sub-
sampling several randomly 
chosen one-square-mile ar-
eas. Like any survey meth-
od, quadrat sampling de-
pends on a winter concentra-
tion of deer for accurate 
measurements. But mild 
weather in 2012 and 2013 left 
deer scattered. “We were 
finding deer at 7,000 feet in 
the dead of winter while 
sampling,” said Foster. 
ODFW is now working to try 
and reduce count sensitivity 
to weather conditions.

• Results at five-year 
mark: The MDI process was 
very successful at identify-
ing the problems affecting 
deer in specific areas and 
implementing an effort to ad-
dress those problems. Some 
of the actions worked on the 
first try and some will need 
modifications. Wildlife man-
agers were not expecting 
huge changes after just five 
years and the new survey 
methods were not conclu-
sive in showing an increase 
in deer numbers. “We expect 
it will take time for deer to 
respond to habitat changes,” 
said Foster. “But in some 
MDI units, locals are telling 
us they are seeing more 
deer.”

• Next steps: Improving 
mule deer populations will 
be a long-term effort. “It took 
a long time to get to this spot 
and it will take a long time to 
turn the ship,” said Ronald 
Anglin, ODFW wildlife divi-
sion administrator. “There is 
no silver bullet. It’s going to 
take a lot of work and a lot of 
investment over time.”

Anglin said continued 
MDI work depends on 
ODFW’s budget being ap-
proved, which includes a fee 
increase for hunting licenses 
and tags. “ODFW is depend-
ing on the fee increase to be 
able to maintain programs 
and to expand the MDI effort 
into additional units in East-
ern Oregon,” he said.

ODFW prioritizes 
mule deer initiative


